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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0O.P. 


“Be not solicitous, therefore, saying: What shall we eat, or what shall we 
drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed? ”—Matt. vi. 31. 


SYNOPSIS.—As Pharao, during the famine in Egypt, told his subjects: go 
to Joseph, so are we directed by Jesus Christ to go to His Heavenly 
Father for our wants. We are not forbidden by His words to take 
proper care in order to earn and obtain the necessaries of life, for it is 
written, “in the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat thy bread.” His words, 
however, warn us not to be over-solicitous about worldly goods. 


Once when there was a great famine in Egypt and the people went 
to their king Pharao and demanded bread, he directed them to his 
governor, Joseph, saying: Go to Joseph; he will take care of you. 
The Saviour in the Gospel of to-day refers all those who are anxious- 
ly solicitous about their earthly needs, and ask fearfully, “ What 
shall we eat, what shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed?” - 
to His heavenly Father, and gives them the assurance that He will 
never abandon them, but that He will provide them with everything 
necessary for body and soul. The number of those who are solicit- 
ous for their own and their children’s welfare, their eating and drink- 
ing, their shelter and clothing, happiness and prosperity, is not small. 
But be of good heart; the Saviour answers to all our complaints: 
“Be not solicitous, therefore, saying: What shall we eat, or what 
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shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed? for your Father 
knoweth that you have need of all these things.” Let us contem- 
plate to-day upon this consoling teaching of a divine Providence, 

If we are told in to-day’s Gospel that we shall not be solicitoys 
about the coming day, and ask: “ What shall we eat, what shall we 
drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed? ” we must not understand 
thereby, that we are forbidden to take the necessary care and pains 
for these things, but we are rebuked for our excessive care and 
attachment to them. For this reason the Saviour does not tell us: 
“ You need not work,” but “ Be not solicitous.”’ There are two differ- 
ent manners of being solicitous, says St. Anselm, one is natural, and 
the other unnatural, malicious, and injurious. Nature and law require 
that we should seek our daily bread, and look after the necessaries of 
life, and Christ does not forbid this, for it is written: “ In the sweat 
of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” (Gen. iii. 19.) Christ forbids 
only the too great anxiety about earthly things, whereby these things 
are sought after and striven for for their own sake, and not as a 
means for obtaining eternal salvation, so that, in consequence, the 
care and possession of temporal things is preferred to the salvation 
of the immortal soul. Such solicitude is forbidden by the Saviour, 
and, therefore, He says: “ No one can serve two masters. You can 
not serve God and Mammon.” Bear in mind, says St. Jerome, 
Christ did not say: No one who is rich can serve God; but, no 
one can serve God and the world at the same time. It is one thing 
to be rich and have money and property, and another thing to serve 
Mammon. He who is not master over his money and his posses- 
sions, but is their slave: who, from early morning till late at night 
labors in the sweat of his brow to become richer, and who is so miser- 
ly as to be afraid to eat enough or to take lawful recreation, never 
gives anything to the poor and needy, he is the one who serves 
Mammon. To restrain us from such sinful anxiety about temporal 
affairs, Christ refers us to His heavenly Father, saying: “ Your 
' Father knows that you have need of all these things,” as much as to 
say: Do not be solicitous about your food and drink, your clothing 
and other necessaries of life, for you have a Father in heaven who 
loves you tenderly, and who knows that you have need of all these 
things. Be of good heart, therefore, and let Him care for you. Do 
His will only, and He will give you everything that is necessary for 
you. Look at your own children! They have no cares, they are 
not afraid of want and privation; they are always cheerful and con- 
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tented. If they are hungry they run to father or mother, and tell 
them their wants, anc who of you would refuse their request, or 
would not be willing to help them if possible? Now, if even you 
who have a nature hardened by sin, give your children what they 
want, will your heavenly Father, who is justice and kindness itself, 
refuse you what is necessary for body and soul when you ask Him 
with childlike confidence? Those, however, who do not put their 
trust in Him, are not His children. Far be this from us, who are 
Christians, children of God, and heirs of His kingdom! To fortify 
our confidence in God and His fatherly benevolence, and to restrain 
us from a too great anxiety about temporal affairs, the Saviour in 
to-day’s Gospel refers us to the birds of the air, and the lilies of the 
field. ‘“ Consider,” He says, “the birds of the air: they sow not, 
nor do they reap, nor gather into barns, and your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are not you of much more value than they?” It is 
worthy of remark that the Saviour did not say: “ The birds do not 
seek their food,” but: “ They sow not, nor do they reap, nor gather 
into barns,” thereby signifying that it is not His will that we should 
sit idly, expecting that God will take care of us; but that we, remem- 
bering the words, “ Man is born to labor, and the bird to fly ” (Job 
v. 7), should be diligent and active, so as to earn our daily bread, 
and also struggle for other temporal necessities, in such a way 
though that we are not over-solicitous about them, and in striving 
for the temporal wants of the body forget and neglect the salvation 
of the immortal soul. “ Consider,” says the Saviour further, “ con- 
sider the lilies of the field how they grow; they labor not, neither 
do they spin. But I say to you that not even Solomon in all his 
glory was arrayed as one of these. And if the grass of the field, 
which is to-day, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, God doth so 
clothe, how much more you, O ye of little faith!” Does not God 
feed the birds of the air, does He not even care for the flowers of the 
field, so much the more, then, will He care for us, who bear His 
image in us, and are redeemed with the precious blood of His only 
begotten Son? Therefore, the Saviour says: “ Seek ye, therefore, 
first the kingdom of God and His justice: and all these things shall 
be added unto you.” 

Yes, dear Christians, if we do our part, if we work diligently, and 
trust in God, He will not abandon us, but give us all those things 
that we need for body and soul. When the Pope once asked the poor 
St. Francis of Assisi how he supported so many Religious, although 
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he did not own any property, St. Francis made answer: “ We cer- 
tainly have a poor mother on earth, but a rich Father in heaven.” 
This is how we should feel when want and privation make their 
appearance, and when misfortune befalls us. We have, indeed, a 
poor mother, that earth which on account of the sin of our first 
parents is cursed, and brings forth thorns and thistles, and we must 
struggle for the necessities of life in the sweat of our brow; but we 
have a rich Father in heaven who knows our wants and is willing to 
help us if we only have confidence in Him, and if we ourselves do the 
best that is in our power. “ Be not solicitous, therefore, saying: 
What shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be 
clothed?” but cast all your care upon the Lord. Seek above all 
things the kingdom of God and His justice, then you may be sure 
that God will add all the other things unto you. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE LOVE OF GOD. 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.”—Luke x. 27. 


SYNOPSIS.—The love of God necessary to possess eternal life. Not by 
words, however, but by deeds we must express our love of God. The 
consciousness that there is no real happiness but in God, shared by all 
men, just or sinner; therefore even sinners are d-sirous of loving God, 
but their pretended love is but in words. In order to know in what the 
true love of God consists, and how to know whether we have that true 
love, let us consider: 

I. What God has done for love of us. 

II. What we should do for love of Him. 

I. God created man that he should love and serve Him. He planted into 
the heart of man a craving for something supernatural, not to be satished 
with anything earthly, so as to induce man to seek his happiness in God. 
God the worthiest object of our love. Consider what Jesus Christ has 
done for us. His life and death. After His death the institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament. How do we return this love? 

II. “ Whosoever loves me, keeps my commandments!” It is therefore easy 
for us to know whether or not we have the true love. How do we ob- 
serve the commandments?’ If we love God we should (1)often think of 
Him; (2) offer everything up to Him; (3) sutter for Hts sake. 


We read in the Gospel, my dear brethren, that a young man 
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approached Jesus Christ, and said to Him: “ Master, what must I 
do to possess eternal life?” Jesus Christ answered him: “ What is 
written in the law?” “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” the 
young man answered, “ with thy whole heart, and with thy whole 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. I do all these things.” “ Well, then,” Jesus Christ 
answered him, “ sell all that thou hast, and give it to the poor, and 
thou shalt have a treasure in heaven.” Jesus Christ wished to 
demonstrate that it is by deeds and not by words that we show 
whether we really love God. “If,” says St. Gregory, “to love 
Him it sufficed to say that we loved Him, this love would not be 
so uncommon; for there is certainly no one who, if they were 
asked whether they loved God, would not immediately answer that 
they loved Him with their whole heart. The just would say so, and 
so would the sinner. The just, however, would say so, trembling, 
like St. Peter, while the sinner probably would say so in a confident 
manner to make the impression of sincerity; only he deceives him- 
self, for the love of God does not count in words but in deeds.” 
Yes, my dear friends, to love God is something so fair, so reasonable, 
and so natural that those among us whose mode of life is inconsis- 
tent with it, still imagine and are.convinced that they love Him. 
And this, dear brethren, is because we all seek happiness, and the love 
of God alone can procure it for us. And this is the reason why even 
the sinner endeavors to convince himself that he loves God. At the 
same time nothing is really so rare as the true love of God. Let 
us see in what this love consists, and how we may know whether we 
love God. To understand this better, let us consider: 


I.—What God has done for love of us, and 
II,—What we ought to do for love of Him. 


It is a fact, dear brethren, that God has created us for the sole 
purpose to love Him and to serve Him. Why, dear brethren, did 
God plant into our hearts a craving for something so great and so 
magnificent that nothing created can satisfy it? So that we might 
thereby be induced to cling firmly to Him, and to love Him, be- 
cause He alone can satisfy us. If man possessed the whole world, 
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he would still not be contented; there would always be something 
wanting for our complete happiness, and yet we are so convinced 
that we are created to be happy, that we never in our life cease to 
seek happiness, and to do everything that we possibly can to attain 
it. What is the reason, then, that regardless of all our endeavors, 
our pains, and.our labors, we can never feel contented? It is be- 
cause we do not direct our attention and our mind toward that object 
which alone is capable of fulfilling our desires, toward God. Believe 
me, dear friends, seek the friendship of God, and then you will have 
found happiness. And in order that you may feel urgently im- 
pelled to love so good a God, who is so worthy of being loved, and so 
able to satisfy perfectly all the desires of our hearts, let us briefly 
consider what our God has done for us, let us follow the course 
of His life until His death. 

Consider Him, dear brethren, from the moment of His Incarna- 
tion until His thirtieth year. Are there not the greatest proofs of 
His love for us? At His Incarnation He became man like us and 
for us. By His birth He has exalted us to the highest dignity to 
which a mere creature can be raised. He made us His brothers! 
O what love of us! Have we ever rightly understood it? At His 
presentation in the Temple He offered Himself up to His Father to 
redeem us all. Later, in the home of St. Joseph, He became a 
model of the love and respect which we should have for our parents 
and superiors. In His active life, everything that He did was done 
for us: His prayers, His tears, His nightly vigils, His fasts, His 
sermons, His journeys, His conversations, His miracles—He did all 
these things for our salvation. Observe, dear brethren, with what 
zeal He sought us in the person of the Samaritan woman; behold, 
with what fervent love He receives sinners in the person of the 
prodigal son; see with what meekness He condones the justice of 
His Father who would punish us in the person of the adulteress. In 
His life of suffering, what abuses, what torments did He endure? 
He is bound, and struck in the face with clenched fists, accused, 
condemned, and finally crucified for us. And did He not die for 
us, under the most cruel and most indescribable sufferings? 

Ah, my dear brethren, who can understand what He has done for 
us? Jesus Christ could have made satisfaction for our sins to the 
justice of the Father by ove drop of His blood, by one tear, but that 
which could satisfy justice could not satisfy the fervent love of His 
heart for us. It is His love of us again which caused Him to anti- 
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cipate the sufferings which He was to undergo upon the cross. O 
abyss of tenderness, of a God-love for His creatures! 
Let us go still further, dear friends. This divine Redeemer 
wishes to shed the last drop of His precious blood for us, to cleanse 
us from all our misdeeds. After atoning for our pride by His crown- 
ing with thorns, for our countless sins of the tongue by the gall and 
vinegar, the sins of impurity by the cruel and painful scourging, all 
our wicked actions by the wounds of His hands and His feet, He 
wished to expiate all our evil desires by the wound of His divine 
Heart, because it is in the heart that all our sins have their source. 

O miracle of the love of a God for His creatures! 


But His love goes still further. When He saw that He would 
soon be separated from us by death, He worked a great miracle so as 
to remain always with us: He instituted the great Sacrament of love, 
wherein He left us His most adorable flesh and His most precious 
blood, so as never more to forsake us until the end of the world. 
What love for us, my dear brethren! A God wishes to feed our 
soul with His own Being! In this great and adorable Sacrament 
He offers Himself daily to the justice of God, makes satisfaction 
again for our sins, and obtains all kinds of graces for us. 

No, dear brethren, you have never reflected upon it, how much 
God loves us. Would it be possible for us to sin and offend Him 
when we can only be happy by loving Him? If I were to ask you 
if you loved God, you would say without doubt, yes, we love Him; 
but that is not sufficient, you must give proof of this. But where, 
dear brethren, are the proofs which reveal the sincerity of our love 
of God? What sacrifices do we make for Him? Where are our 
works of penance? The little good which we do is done often with- 
out a right intention. Other considerations than the love of God 
often prompt us to do good works, and the good deeds done purely 
for the love of God are, alas, but few. 


II. 


If, my dear brethren, you wish to know now, how we can tell 
whether we really love God, listen to what I am going to say to you, 
and then judge for yourselves whether you have that true love. 
Observe that Jesus Christ Himself has said to us: ‘ Whosoever loves 
me, keeps my commandments, but he who does not love me, does not 
keep them.” It is, therefore, very easy for you to know whether or 
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not you love God. The commandments, my friends, and the wil] 
of God, are one and the same thing. He commands and He wills that 
you should fulfil the duties of your state of life, conscientiously anq 
sincerely. He commands us to believe in Him, and to be faithful to 
Him. The Saints, and particularly the Martyrs, proved their love 
of God by suffering persecution and death rather than be unfaithfy! . 
to God. 

God’s will is that we be subject and respectful to our parents, our 
superiors, and all those whom God has placed over us to guide us, 
It is the will of God that superiors should treat those under them 
without overbearing or harshness, with love and kindness, as they 
should wish to be treated themselves. It is the will of God that we 
should be kind and charitable toward every one, and that we should 
feel contempt for the praise or the censure of men. 

St. Ambrose tells us: “If any one despises us, we ought not be 
troubled, but think, on the contrary, that if they really knew us as 
we are, they would say much worse about us.” Or as St. John says: 
“When any one reviles us, it is the will of God that we snould be 
ready to forgive them, and to embrace every opportunity of doing 
them a service.” His will says, that we should never give way to 
gluttony; that in our conversations we should conceal and excuse 
our neighbor’s faults. It is the will of God that in all our sufferings 
we should not murmur, but bear them patiently and with resignation 
to His will. God wills that we acknowledge that all things come 
from Him, and that they will serve for our good if we only make 
the right use of them. 

This, dear brethren, is what the commandments demand of us. If 
you love God, as you say you do, you will do all these things. You 
wili conduct yourself in this way. If not, then no matter how often 
you may repeat that you love Him, St. John tells you that you are 
liars, and that the truth is not in you. Let us examine, my friends, 
our conduct and our way of living, and then let us consider closely 
our actions. 

Night and morning, you fold your hands and say in your prayers: 
“ My God, I love Thee with my whole heart, and above all things.” 
And when so praying you believe that you are speaking the truth; 
and yet a few hours later your hands may be busy injuring your 
neighbor, or used to indulge in drunkeness and gluttony, and your 
mouth, which has expressed your love of God will, perhaps, be soiled 
with oaths, tale-bearing, calumnies, and all sorts of slander, thus dis- 
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honoring and abusing that same God to whom you have just said 




































at thar you love Him with your whole heart. Do your actions prove 
id your words? Suppose, for example, you would go to a good friend 
to of yours, take him by the hand, and assure him of your great love and 
re faithfulness, and then go about, abuse his good name, work against 
a! his best interests, and do everything possible to offend him. What 

would you think of such action? Wouldn’t it be just the most 
ir shameful way to act? And yet, do you not treat in such manner 


. your best friend, your creator, your God? 

n Alas, our miserable body induces us unceasingly to do evil, while 
y our conscience and the inspirations of grace encourage us to do 
e good, Dear brethren, to love God means to struggle; it means to 
d resist courageously all temptations. In this way we shall give proofs 
of the love which we have for God; it will enable us to rather sacrifice 
all than sin against so good a God. 

St. Justin tells us that love has generally three effects: Those 
whom we love we delight in thinking of, in giving them anything, 
and in suffering for them gladly. This is what we should do for God, 
my dear brethren, if we really love Him. I say (1) that we should (oPcrggi 
often think of God. Nothing is more natural than to think of those W¢ must often 
whom we love. Look at a miser. Is he not completely taken up 
5 with his possessions, and the means to increase them? Whether he 
be alone or with other people, nothing is capable of diverting him 
: from these thoughts. Look at the worldling. The object of his love 
will occupy his mind till he ceases to breathe. O if we would really 
love Jesus Christ only even as much as the miser does his money and 
treasures, as the drunkard his drink, as the sensual man the object 
of his passion, should we not be continually occupied with the love 
and the glory of Jesus Christ? Alas, my dear friends, we busy our- 
selves with a thousand worthless things, but we spend hours and days 
without thinking of God. And yet, have we, dear brethren, among 
our friends, one more generous, or more beneficent ? 

(2) I say, if we really love God, we shall give Him everything Offer up to 
which we possibly can give Him with the greatest pleasure. If we thing we Bave. 
have wealth, let us share it with the poor, and it will be the same as 
if it were given to Jesus Christ Himself. ‘ Whatsoever you do to 
the least of these my brethren, you give it unto me.” What an honor, 
my friends, for a creature to be able to be generous toward his 
Creator, his God, and his Redeemer! It is not only the rich who can 
give, but all Christians, even the poorest. We are not all wealthy 
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so as to be able to give to Jesus Christ in the persons of His poor, but 
we all have a heart, and it is just this gift which He prizes so highly, 
He urgently desires it. I ask you, dear brethren, can we refuse Him 
that, which He so earnestly desires, He, who has only created us for 
| Himself? Ah, if we considered this rightly, should we not say to 
ti the divine Redeemer: “ Lord, I am only a sinner, have mercy upon 
A me. Behold, I am Thine only”? How happy should we be if we 
could make this sacrifice for God! How great would be our reward! 
i | Btins toe (3) The best proof of love, however, which we can give to God, is 
| when we suffer for His sake, for if we would consider properly what 
He has suffered for us, we could not help but bear patiently all the 
wants of life, the persecutions, the sicknesses, the weaknesses. 
We must conclude from all this, my friends, that our whole and 
our only happiness upon earth depends upon our fidelity to God. In 
all our actions, God alone must be our aim, for we all know from our 
own experience, that nothing in this world can make us happy; the | 
whole world, with all its possessions and its pleasure, can not satisfy 
our hearts. Never lose sight of the fact, dear brethren, that every- 
thing created will forsake us. There will come a time when every- 
thing earthly that we possess will pass into other hands. But if we 
have the great happiness of possessing the love of God we shall reign 
in heaven in a bliss that will last for all eternity. Love God, and 
' prove your love by serving Him faithfully, and ardently strive to 
| | possess Him, and the love of God will be your salvation at the hour 
of death. Amen. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS A WELL OF LIVING 
WATERS IN WHICH THE SINFUL SOUL FINDS 
GRACE AND SALVATION. 


“ Give me to drink.”—John iv. 7. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well the type of the sinful 
1 soul. Jesus thirsting for our salvation. He offers in His Sacred Heart 
the fountain of the waters of life to sinful souls. Mardochai’s dream of 
the fountain that grew into a river and into a sun the prototype of the 
Sacred Heart, from which flows the spring of grace and salvation. The 
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story of the healing of the man born blind. The pool of Siloe, wherein 
this man cleansed himself from sickness, signifies the Sacred Heart, in 
which the soul may cleanse itself from the sickness of sin. The waters of 
the well in which the Blessed Virgin washed the clothes of the divine 
child, has miraculous powers, likewise the well of St. Peter in Rome, and 
others, but among all there 1s none like the true fountain of life, the 
Sacred Heart. 


Let us transport ourselves in spirit to Jacob’s well, and contemplate 
how our divine Saviour, exhausted with the journey, seats Himself 
beside the well, while His disciples go into the city to obtain food,,. 
and how the Lord requests the Samaritan woman, who had come to 
the well, to get Him water, with these words: “ Give me to drink.” 
O most gentle Jesus! Why does Thy divine Heart thirst? If even 
the source of salvation thirsts, how may our dry souls be refreshed ? 

St. John the Evangelist writes: “ Jesus, therefore, being wearied 
with his journey, sat thus on the well. It was about the sixth hour.” 
(John iv. 6.) To this St. Augustine remarks: “ The mysteries are 
already commencing, for it is not without reason that Jesus is 
fatigued, not without cause that the power of God is exhausted. 
He is tired by the journey, and sits down at the well, at the sixth 
hour. He sits down tired. All this has meaning and signification.” 
And what does it signify? At the sixth hour the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus thirsts, for at this hour Eve, so tells us St. Chrysostom, trans- 
gressed the commandment in Paradise. He thirsted at the sixth 
hour, the hour, as another saintly writer remarks, at which man 
sinned, and was driven out of Paradise. He thirsted at the sixth 
hour, that is the hour, says St. Anthony of Padua, at which Thou, 
O my Jesus, didst dwell upon the source of mercy—the cross—and 
in the same way Thy divine Heart thirsted, whilst Thou didst cry 
out, “I thirst.” After what didst Thou thirst? Surely it was the 
salvation of those, replies the same St. Anthony, for whose redemp- 
tion Thou didst shed Thy blood. Now we can no longer be sur- 
prised that the tired and thirsty Heart of Jesus requested a drink of 
water from the Samaritan woman. St. Albertus Magnus says: “ He 
thirsted more for the woman’s salvation than for the drink of water ; 
and, seated at the well, He led this sinner to salvation in the most 
wonderful and gentle manner, so that she, who had been vicious and 
ferocious, became now meek and contrite of heart, a gentle lamb of 
Christ, and became finally a martyr for the Christian faith, whose 
holy relics are still preserved in the Basilica of St. Paul at Rome. 

O ye thirsty and sinful souls, come also to this living source, to 
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this spring of salvation, to the Sacred Heart of Jesus to which St. 
John says in his secret revelations: “ To him that thirsteth I will give 
of the fountain of the water of life freely.” (Apoc. xxi. 6.) Let 
us meditate more closely upon the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the source . 
of salvation. 

Small and unimportant was the fountain which Mardochai once 
saw in a dream, but this fountain soon grew into a river, and was 
turned into a light, and into the sun, and abounded into many 
waters. (Esther x. 6.) What does this strange, mysterious dream 
of Mardochai signify? How can water turn into light and sun? 
By this little fountain that became a great river we are to understand 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. “ What is this, O kind Jesus? ” exclaims 
Mallonius, “ what is this? Behold, the little fountain of blood en- 
closed in the Heart of Jesus! And after the lance had opened His 
side; was that fulfilled which God said to Moses: “ Strike the rock, 
and water will flow therefrom; for after the mystical rock—Christ— 
had been struck with the spear, the little fountain grew into a river,” 

Again, how could the river of this precious blood and water which 
flowed from the Sacred Heart of Jesus, be turned into light and sun? 
Have you never seen the sun reflected in a clear stream, on the pure 
waters of a river, how it imparted its image to the waters by the 
reflection of its rays, and formed another sun, so that the spring itself 
seemed to be a shining sun?’ 

Look at the Sacred Heart of Jesus. There you have not only the 
source of all grace and every good, but you have a mystical sun that 
sends forth its rays of grace in every direction, and to the further- 
most parts of the world in the most miraculous manner. O how 
miraculous, how rich in graces is this fountain of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus! O men, come, come, hasten to this divine fountain! 
Let not the words of Scripture apply to you: “ For my people have 
done two evils: They have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, 
and have digged to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water.” (Jerem. ii. 13.) 

It is quite suitable and instructive in this place to remember the 
story of the healing of the man who was born blind, whose eyes the 
kind Jesus touched with dust and spittle, ordering him to go to the 
pool of Siloe, and there to wash his eyes with fresh water, where- 
upon he would see. O good Jesus, who would not wonder at this 
unusual way of divine curing? Couldst Thou not have given sight 
to this blind man by a simple word? Why didst Thou send him to 
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the pool of Siloe? St. Gregory the Great says: “ Every act of Christ 
serves for our instruction.” This man born blind is the human race, 
which, by the sin of Adam, is blind from birth. Jesus saw this blind 
man and had compassion upon him, and in His mercy delivered him 
from his affliction, and how did He do this? He sent this blind man 
to the pool of Siloe, which, according to the holy Fathers, was a pro- 
totype of Christ crucified. “Christ,” says Cornelius a Lapide, 
“is Siloe; that is to say, the fountain of living water that flows into 
eternal life,” for when He permitted His Sacred Heart to be opened 
upon the cross, the source of all grace and blessing was opened up 
to the human race, of which divine fountain the prophet Zacharias 
says: ‘In that day there shall be a fountain open to the house of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for the washing of the 
sinner.” (Zach. xiii. I.) Christian soul, who art blind and a 
sinner, imitate this blind man who, with the greatest joy, hastened 
to the fountain of grace, and if, like him, you are despised by the 
Pharisees and Scribes for your devotion to the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and laughed at, do not grieve, for in this wholesome pool 
you can be cleansed not only from the filth of your sins, but you will 
also obtain the enlightenment of grace. “Christ will enlighten 
thee.” (Eph. v. 14.) Because of Him, the Psalmist says: “ For 
with thee is the fountain of life: and in thy light we shall see light.” 
(Ps. xxxv. 10.) Listen to St. Thomas: If we desire to be cleansed 
from our blindness of heart, we must be washed spiritually, as 
Isaias tells us in these words: “ Wash, cleanse yourselves.” There is 
no more wholesome bath for the soul than the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. Herein, wash yourselves then, in the blood of the Lamb, who 
says of Himself: “ To him that thirsteth, I will give of the fountain 
of the water of life freely.” (Apoc. xxi. 6.) That well in Egypt 
wherein the Mother of God washed the clothes of the divine Child 
is, to this day, held in great veneration by Christians as well as by 
Mahometans. Its waters cure in the most miraculous way many 
sicknesses. St. Peter’s fountain at Rome, which sprang in a miracu- 
lous manner out of the Mamertine rock at the foot of the Capitol 
so that St. Peter could baptize the Roman soldiers who were con- 
verted to Christ, is also famous, and even to this day there flows a 
healing water from this fountain. 

There are many other miraculous fountains, but there is one which, 
without comparison, surpasses all the others, namely, the fountain of 
life: the Sacred and divine Heart of Jesus. 
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Ask that disciple who reposed upon the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
what he drew from this divine fountain. “ Rivers of wisdom,” says 
the Venerable Bede, so that he could say: “ In the beginning was the 
Word.” O happy disciple! Who can comprehend the incomparable 
sweetness which thou didst then drink in from the most amiable 
Heart of Jesus! 

St. Bernard mentions five fountains of the Redeemer: The first 
he calls the fountain of mercy; the second, the fountain of wisdom; 
the third, the fountain of grace; the fourth, the fountain of love; 
and the fifth, which is the Sacred side and Heart of Jesus, he calls 
the fountain of life, in which we are not only cleansed from sin, but 
born again to a new life. “ From this fountain,” says St. Ambrose, 
“there flows, not the corruption of death, but the source of life ever- 
'asting.” O men, why do you drink of the inebriating filthy waters 

worldly pleasures? Why do you forsake the fountain of life 
vernal ? 

An abundant fountain of grace is God, the crucified, the Eucha- 
ristic, and especially His Sacred Heart, whence flows the source of 
all graces and blessings. How beautifully the Lord says through 
Ezechiel: “I will pour upon you clean water, and you shall be 
cleansed from all your filthiness.” (Ezech. xxxvi. 25.) And let 
us conclude with the words of St. Ambrose, who says: “ There flowed 
from out His side water and blood whereby we might be cleansed, 
and drink salvation.” Amen. 


FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT SERMON FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“ And when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was 
‘carried out.”—Luke vii. 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—The gospel of to-day should remind us that we all must die, 
and should warn us to take such precautions that at the death of the body 
our soul may not also suffer eternal death. Philip of Macedonia. St. John. 
Few people like the thought of death, yet this thought is most salutary 
for our salvation. The devil tries to prevent us to think of death, so that 
we may indulge in sinful pleasures. A legend about St. Mary Magdalen. 
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To-day’s Gospel conducts us to the gate of the city of Naim, and 
allows us to witness a most touching occurrence. As the Saviour 
reached he gate, they were just about to carry out the corpse of one 
who had been the only son of his mother, a widow, and a number of 
persons from the city accompanied the corpse, for they sympathized 
sincerely with the mother’s grief, who, in her son, had lost the sole 
support of her old age. The Saviour, too, was moved to compas- 
sion when He saw her, and He said: “ Weep not.” Then He ad- 
vanced, touched the bier, and said: “ Young man, I say, arise!” At 
this the dead man sat up and began to speak. And He gave him 
back to his mother. It is not without reason that the Church has 
this Gospel read to us; she desires thereby: 


I.—To remind us that we all must die, and 
II.—To warn us to take such precautions that at the death of the 
body, our soul may not also suffer eternal death. 


We will reflect upon this further to-day. 


:# 


The pagan king Philip of Macedonia charged a youth to greet him 
every morning with these words: Remember, Philip, that thou art 
mortal! By this salutation he desired to be daily reminded of death, 
hoping thereby to be restrained from all impropriety. St. John, sur- 
named the Almoner, solicitously and frequently thought of death, 
and found it to his spiritual advantage to order a grave digger to 
come to him daily, spade in hand, to ask him: “ Father, when do you 
want me to dig your grave?”’ Few persons like to think of death, 
and if by a sudden death of one of theirs, by a sermon, in conversa- 
tion, or by some other cause, the thought that they must die enters 
their minds, they can not banish it too soon. But because it is salutary 
for us to think of death, the Church, that careful Mother of our sal- 
vation, reminds us of death and the grave, and she wishes to impress 
upon our memories those words of Holy Scripture: “ In all thy works 
remember thy last end, and thou shalt never sin.” (Eccles. vii. 40.) 
Thus she conducts us to-day to the coffin of a youth who in the 
springtime of life had been snatched away by death, and wishes to re- 
mind us that all men must die, and that no one, no matter whether 
he be young, strong, or healthy, is secure against death. 
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The wily Satan strives to persuade us that so long as we are well 
and strong, we have no need to think about death, his intention being 
to prevent us from leading a life of penance, and to induce us to 
indulge in the sinful pleasures of this life. He did this in Paradise 
by counseling our first parents to eat the forbidden fruit, asserting 
that they would not die, but be like unto God. He can not persuade 
us that we shall not die, for daily experience teaches us that all sorts 
of persons die, and that no one has ever been spared, no matter how 
strong, rich, or important he might have been. For this reason the 
artful fiend tries to instill into our minds that the hour of death is far 
off, and that we have yet time to enjoy the pleasures of this life with- 
out any particular danger, and that in old age, when the advance 
agents of death make their appearance, we shall have time enough to 
do penance, and to amend our lives. By such deceit the devil tries 
to frustrate a good preparation for death, and to bring it about that 
death shall surprise us at a moment when we least expect it. There- 
fore, dear Christian, do not listen to this serpent’s fine words! Look 
upon the dead, whom they are carrying to the grave! He is a young 
man. His youth, his health and strength have not protected him 
from death. You have a similar experience daily. Now it is a little 
child, a young girl, a strong youth, a man in the prime of life, or the 
mother of a large family, while death often passes by a feeble old 
man, who would have welcomed his approach. Rely not upon your 
youth, your health and strength, and do not imagine that your death 
is far off, but think daily of death, and take the necessary precau- 
tions that at the death of your body, your soul may not die eternally! 


II. 


I have no need to tell you what causes the death of the soul. It is 
mortal sin, for the Apostle says: “The wages of sin is death.” 
(Rom. vi. 23.) And the royal prophet David says: “ Let death come 
upon them, and let them go alike into hell.” (Ps. liv. 16.) Woe 
be to those whom death snatches away in their sins! And how easily 
this may happen, dear Christians! 

We are not safe from death from one moment to another. It 
comes unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. What can be more 
profitable for us, then, than to meditate frequently upon death, and 
to prepare ourselves for it without delay by leading a good life? The 
thought of death, the grave, and judgment caused the public sinner, 
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Mary Magdalen, to amend at once and lead henceforth a mortified 
life. According to an old legend, Mary Magdalen lived for some 
time in the city of Naim, where she led a sinful life. One day she 
saw a noble youth, the only son of his mother, a widow, borne to the 
grave with great funeral pomp. It was still fresh in her memory 
that this same youth, strong and well, and handsomely arrayed, and 
attended by his servants, had entered her house, and as she beheld 
now that he, forsaken by all, was being borne to the grave in a narrow 
coffin to become the food of worms, she was seized with a profound 
grief, thought of her own death, and of the sad fate which would 
be hers if she should die in her sins,.and she arose hurriedly, threw 
herself at the feet of Jesus with sorrow and contrition, found grace 
and mercy, and henceforth led a life of penance. 

O may the thought of death have the same effect upon us! We 
have all sinned, and we could not pass the judgment of the Lord if 
death should snatch us suddenly from this earth. Let us not delay, 
therefore, to be converted to the Lord, and to make preparations for 
death. “Ifa master of a family did know at what hour the thief 
would come, he would surely watch, and would not suffer his house , 
to be broken into. Be you also ready: for at what hour you think 
not, the Son of Man will come.” (Luke xii. 39.) Do not defer 
your repentance from one day to the other ; for you know not whether 
you will have the time and the grace to do penance before death 
comes. “ A late repentance,” says St. Augustine, “is seldom a good 
repentance.” Live now, as you will wish to have lived in 
the hour of death. Then, although death may surprise you, you will 
at least not be unprepared. You will die the death of the just, and 
be received into the kingdom of God. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 


“Of whom was born Jesus.’”—Matt. i. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—The greatest praise of Mary contained in the words “ Of 
whom was born Jesus.’ The Church regards Mary as her Mother, her 
Protectress, and her powerful Helper against her enemies, and therefore : 
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celebrates the happy day upon which she was given to the world. Let ys 
join the jubilation of the Church, and in order to better understand her 
joy, let us contemplate why the Blessed Virgin is considered 

I. The model of perfect virtue. 

II. The mediator between God and mankind. 

I. The testimony of the Holy Ghost about the virtues of Mary, proclaimed 
by the prophets and patriarchs. Her example foilowed by the Saints. God 
Himself, in Paradise, the first One to announce her coming. Mary the 
beautiful sun that dispersed the darkness of sin. Her. birth, like the 
birth of her divine Son, lowly. 

II, All graces given to man pass through Mary’s hands. She intercedes for 
sinners. Mary also a rampart against the assaults of the enemy. To ob- 
tain Mary’s protection it is not enough to praise her, we must also imitate 
her virtues. Her humility, her modesty, her purity, her patience, her love 
of God. Her death, 


Here, my dear brethren, expressed in a few words, is the most com- 
plete praise which could be given to Mary, by saying that of her was 
born Jesus, the Son of God. Yes, Mary is the most beautiful crea- 
ture that ever came forth from the hands of the Creator. God Him- 
self elected her to be the star from which His most precious and 
richest blessings should shine upon all those who place their confi- 
dence in her. God presents her to us as a beautiful mirror, in which 
He is reflected, a perfect model of all virtues. Consequently the 
Church looks upon her as her Mother, her protectress, and her pow- 
erful helper against her enemies, and she celebrates to-day the happy 
day on which this lovely star first illumined the earth. Let us, my 
dear friends, abandon ourselves to a holy joy with the whole Church, 
and contemplate why we admire in this holy Virgin 


I.—The model of perfect virtue, and 
II.—The mediator between God and mankind. 


Give me your earnest attention, for to speak of Mary must touch 
your hearts, because we are talking of the object of your confidence 
and love. 


My beloved brethren, if it were necessary, so as to inspire you with 
a loving devotion to Mary, to show you how great is the happiness 
of those who confide in her, how powerful is her aid, and how numer- 
ous the graces and the favors which she can obtain for us—if it were 
necessary, I say, to prove to you the blindness, and the misery of 
those who are indifferent, and disregard so good, so tender, so power- 
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ful a Mother, I need only refer to the Prophets and the Patri- 
archs, and all the great things, which the Holy Ghost inspired them 
to say of her, should be a source of reproach for the little esteem in 
which we often hold this good Mother. Furthermore, if I were to 
relate to you how her example was followed by the Saints, we should 
be moved to lament our blindness, and to revive our confidence in her. 
In the first place nothing is more capable of inspiring in us a tender 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin as the first passage which we read of 
her in Holy Scripture, where we behold God Himself the first One 
to announce Mary’s coming. 

When our first parents had the great misfortune of falling into 
sin, God, moved by their condition, promised that a day would come 
when a Virgin should be born, and she would bear a Son, by whom 
the misery caused by their sin would be redressed. In consequence 
of this, the Prophets have never ceased, time and again, to proclaim 
for the consolation of the human race, sighing under the tyranny 
of the evil spirit, that a Virgin would bear a Son, who would be the 
Son of the Most High, and be sent by His Father to redeem the 
world, lost by Adam’s sin. All the Prophets foretold that she would 
be the most beautiful creature that had ever appeared upon earth. 
They called her the Morning Star, which would eclipse all others by 
its radiancy and beauty, and would guide the traveler upon the sea— 
a perfect model of every virtue. With justice, therefore, the Church 
in holy joy, says to the Blessed Virgin: “ Thy birth, O Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary fills the whole world with a sweet consolation and a holy 
joy, because of thee was born this sun of justice, our Jesus, our God, 
who has taken away from us the curse in which we were plunged by 
the sin of our first parents, and filled us with all kinds of blessings.” 
In fact, although the Blessed Virgin wandered in the common path 
of life, yet the Holy Ghost willed that her soul should be the most 
beautiful, and the richest in grace. He willed, also, that her body 
should be the most beautiful body which had ever appeared upon 
earth. Scripture compares her to the dawn of morning, to the moon 
at its full, to the sun at midday. From the time of Adam’s fall, the 
world was covered with a terrible darkness. Mary appeared, and, as 
a beautiful sun, dispersed the darkness, and revived hope. Must 
not God, dear brethren, have said to Mary, as He did to Moses: 
“ Deliver my people who are groaning under the tyranny of Pharao; 
announce to them that their deliverance is at hand, and that I have 
heard their prayers, their sighs, and their tears.” 


The Saints. 
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O what treasures Mary’s birth brings for heaven and earth! The 
evil spirit trembles with fury and despair, because he beholds in 
Mary she who is to crush his head. Whereas the angels and the 
blessed make the vault of heaven ring with songs of joy at the birth 
of a queen who will add new glory to their splendor. 

But because God wished to show us that heaven can only be 
gained by humility, self-denial, poverty, and suffering, He decreed 
that the birth of Mary should be accompanied by ordinary circum- 
stances. She was born in a state of weakness, her cradle was mois- 
tened with tears like that of other children who, when they are born, 
seem to foresee the misery to which they will be subjected through 
life. As the Holy Ghost tells us through the mouth of the prophets: 
“The day of death is preferable to that of birth.” Mary was 
born in a state of obscurity. Although she was of the race of 
David, dnd numbered among her ancestors Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
Kings—all these honorable ancestors, so much sought after by the 
people of the world, had passed into oblivion, she had nothing more 
splendid than virtue, which, in the eyes of men, does not call for 
much esteem. God had permitted this, so that this birth might be 
in accordance with that of His divine Son, of whom the Prophets 
declared that He would have no place of rest to lay His head. If, 
however, she came into this world so poor of earthly riches, still she 
is rich in the gifts of Him whose Mother she was predestined to be 
from all eternity. Do we, said one of her great servants, a saintly 
Bishop of Geneva, wish to know who this crowned Virgin in the 
cradle is? Let us ask the angels. They will tell us that Mary in- 
finitely surpasses them in grace, merits, and dignity, and in all other 
perfections. St. Basil tells us that the eternal Father, from the crea- 
tion of the world until Mary’s arrival, had not found a creature who 
was pure and holy enough to be the Mother of His Son. How often 
have not the Patriarchs and the Prophets cried out, amid sighs and 
tears: “ When will the happy moment arrive, when the Blessed Vir- 
gin shall appear in the world? Blessed the eyes that shall behold 
this creature who is to be the Mother of the Redeemer of the world!” 


II. 


It would be impossible, my dear brethren, not to love Mary, if we 
reflected for a moment upon her affection for us, and the benefits 
which she never ceases to lavish upon us. “ Alas,” exclaims St. 
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Bernard, that great servant of Mary, “ how blind and miserable are 
we that we do not love so kind and good a Mother! The world, 
without Mary’s prayers, would long ago have ceased to be, and on 
account of our sins, have fallen back into chaos.” The same Saint 
tells us that all the graces which we obtain from heaven, pass through 
Mary’s hands. Another Father of the Church tells us: “ Mary is 
like a good parent who is not content with caring for her children 
in general, but watches over each one of them in particular.” If God 
had treated us as we deserved after many of our sins, we should long 
ago have been burning in hell. O how many are in those flames who 
would not be there if they had had recourse to Mary! She would 
have implored her Son to prolong their lives, to give them time to do 
penance. If this misfortune has not happened to us, dear brethren, 
we may thank Mary for it; it is she to whom we really owe it. She 
throws herself at the feet of her divine Son, and says to Him: “ My 
Son, a little more time for this sinner; perhaps he will amend, per- 
haps he will act different!y than he formerly did.” What does she 
do to avert the wrath of the Father? She points out to Him ali 
that His Son did and suffered, to repair the honor of which He has 
been deprived by sin. She hastens to remind her Son of everything 
that she suffered during her life for His sake. “ My Son,” she says 
to Him every moment, “ just a few days longer, perhaps he will 
amend.’”’ O how great is the affection of a mother! And yet there 
are some who despise her ; others not only despise her, they despise by 
their mockeries all those who have confidence in her! Now, dear 
brethren, although they have only shown contempt for her, she has, 
nevertheless, not forsaken them, for were this the case, these mock- 
ers would already be in hell. 

When we love some one, we are happy to possess his or her picture. 
It is the same if we love the Blessed Virgin, my dear friends. We 
consider it an honor and a duty to have her picture in our house, to 
remind us frequently of this good Mother. Furthermore, those 
parents who are truly Christians should never omit to inspire their 
children with a tender devotion to the Blessed Virgin. This is the 
best means to call down the blessings of heaven, and the protection 
of Mary upon your families. 


III. 


The Blessed Virgin is not only a dispenser of graces, but also a 
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rampart against the assaults of the evil spirit! Once, when St. Dom- 
inic, her great servant, was about to drive the evil spirit out of one 
possessed, the evil spirit declared, with loud voice, that the Blessed 
Virgin was his bitterest enemy, for she brought all his intentions to 
naught; that without her the world would be without religion, as 
he would have been able to destroy the Church by schism and heresy. 
Thus you see, dear brethren, what valuable help Mary is to all who 
call upon her in their battle with the archfiend. 

It is safe to say that all Christians have a great devotion to Mary, 
with the exception of those hardened sinners who have long lost their 
faith, and who wallow in the mire of their passions. The evil spirit 
strives to hold them in blindness until the moment of death opens 
their eyes. Ah, if they had taken refuge in Mary, they would not 
have faHen into hell as they did! 

But, again, my dear friends, it is not enough to honor Mary only 
with our lips in order to deserve her protection. We must also 
endeavor to acquire those virtues of which she was such a shining 
example. We must strive to acquire her great humility. Although 
she well knew that God had exalted her to the highest of all dig- 
nities, to be the Mother of God, Queen of heaven and earth, she 
despised no one. She looked upon herself as the least of creatures. 
We must also aspire to her extraordinary purity, which made her 
so pleasing to God. Her modesty was so great that God regarded 
her with delight. We must, my dear friends, detach ourselves from 
the things of this world, and think only of heaven, our true country. 
After the ascension of her divine Son, she only languished upon 
earth. She endured life, indeed, with patience, but she ardently 
awaited death, which would reunite her with her divine Son, the sole 
object of her love. How often did she not cry out with the Prophet: 
“My God, how much longer wilt thou permit my banishment to last? 
O when will that happy moment come when I shall be united to 
Thee forevermore? O if you see my beloved, tell Him that I lan- 
guish with love!’ God took her out of this world where she had 
suffered so much during her long pilgrimage. She died, but it was 
neither old age nor the feebleness of nature that caused her death, 
but it was her love for her divine Son. . Her first breath had been 
an aspiration of love; it was proper that her last should be a sigh of 
love. She knew no fear, because she had never offended God by 
sin; she had no sorrow, because she was never attached to the things 
of the world; she sighed only for Jesus, and death procured this 
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happiness for her. She beheld Him coming to meet her, with the 
whole court of heaven, to honor her triumphant entry into heaven. 
Thus did this holy Virgin fall asleep in the embrace of the Lord; 
thus did this beautiful star vanish, which had illumined the world 
for seventy-two years. Thus triumphed over death she who gave 
birth to the author of all life! 

What should we conclude from all this, dear brethren? This, that 
like Mary we are striving for the same happiness, and that it should 
be our sole purpose so to strive that we may merit it. This is what 
I wish you all! Amen. 


SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“ And they were watching him.”—Luke xiv. 1. 


SYNOPSIS.—To-day’s gospel teaches us how vain are all efforts to please 
men. No matter what our Lord would say or do, the Pharisees were 
bound to find fault with it. So it has been at all times and is now. Men 
will criticise and censure you, no matter what you may do. Their opinion 
should therefore be immaterial to you, should not influence you, nor pre- 
vent you from doing that which is right. 


The Saviour had often put to shame and confusion the Pharisees 
before the people, but still they did not desist from setting snares for 
him whereby they might find fault with His words or actions. For 
this reason, as the Gospel of to-day informs us, one of the Pharisees 
had invited Him to dinner on the Sabbath, and had asked a man who 
was sick of dropsy, to come and ask to be healed upon the Sabbath. 
If our Lord would heal him, they thought, they would be able to 
denounce Him as a breaker of the Sabbath, and if not they would 
have accused Him of uncharitableness. Meanwhile the Saviour who 
knew their thoughts and their intentions, did not care for their 
opinion. He healed the sick man, notwithstanding that it was the 
Sabbath, unmindful of what the Pharisees might think or say, for He 
knew very well that it is impossible to please all men. It would be 
well, dear Christians if we were so minded, and always strove to 
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practise that which is right and just, regardless of the opinion of 
men, whom we can seldom please. We will discuss this further 
to-day. 

Even in the time of the royal prophet David, there were people 
who were in the habit of thinking ill of the actions of their fellow 
men, and to-day there are unfortunately only too many of these. 
“The sinner shall watch the just man,” says David, “ and shall gnash 
upon him with his teeth.” (Ps. xxxvi. 12.) Take notice, that the 
royal prophet says: “ The sinner, the ungodly, shall watch the just 
man,” for the reason that just those very persons who are not 
good themselves, watch their fellow men closely, and upon the slight- 
est offense, judge and condemn them unmercifully. Let a person 
be upright and honest in all his actions, and strive in every way to 
be honorable and just, he will ‘still not be able to please everybody, 
and he will have to stand a great deal of censure and blame. Who 
ever led a more holy life than Jesus Christ, the Son of God? Whose 
works were as just and as perfect as the works of Christ? Who was 
as gentle, as humble, as charitable in his intercourse with friends and 
enemies as Jesus Christ? And yet this wisest, most sincere, loving, 
holy, and just Master could not please the Pharisees and the other 
Jews, and He was often closely watched by them and censured. 
“They watched Him closely,” not that they might learn to know His 
holy life and imitate it, but that they might catch Him in wrong 
speech, and then denounce Him. When He healed the dropsical 
man, and forgave Him his sins, they said He blasphemed God. When 
He exorcised the devil, they accused Him of being in league with hell, 
of driving out the devil through the chief devil. If He associated 
with publicans and sinners, if He went to eat and drink with them, 
they interpreted it as if He approved of their actions. They mur- 
mured and said: “ This man receives sinners, and eats with them.” 
If He cured the sick on the Sabbath, they accused Him of trans- 
gressing the law, and, therefore, He could not be a divine messenger. 
Thus, even Jesus, who was Himself the eternal truth and wisdom, 
could not please every one. “ For John came, neither eating nor 
drinking; and they say: He hath a devil. The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking; and they say: Behold a man that is a glutton 
and a wine drinker, a friend of publicans and sinners.” (Matt. xi. 
19.) If, accordingly, neither Christ nor John could please the men, 
how can we, weak and sinful men, be able to do so? As long as 
we live among men, we must expect to be misunderstood, falsely 
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accused, and censured, for, “there are always persons,” says St. 
Gregory, “ who have a bad opinion of everything and everybody. Ii 
a person strives to be humble, they call him a hypocrite; if persons 
amuse themselves innocently they call them pleasure-seekers; if a 
person is patient, then he is called timid; if one is just, he must be 
intolerant; if a person is simple, he must be silly, a clever person 
must be cunning, a jovial person wanton, a pious person a fool or a 
hypocrite, one fond of society is called worldling ; ii one admonishes 
an erring brother he is presumptuous ; if a person always speaks the 
truth, and lavishes praise or blame as they are deserved, he is called 
a conceited man who has no consideration for others.” Thus, and 
in many other ways, men think and speak, and it is not in our power 
to please them all, nor to prevent them from putting a wrong mean- 
ing in our actions. 

What, then, ought we to do, dear Christians? Ought we to be 
prevented by our criticisers from doing good? No, we must do what 
is right and proper, what our state of life and our position demands 
of us, what our conscience tells us and counsels us to do. Let other 
people talk about it as much as they like. St. Augustine gives us 
this beautiful advice: ‘“‘ When we are praised by men we should not 
rejoice too much, nor be cast down when they censure us, for their 
wrong judgment can not damn us, nor their false praise reward us.” 
The less a person troubles himself about the the opinion of men, the 
more contented will he live. He who performs all his works to 
please God, needs not the praise of men; but he who displeases God, 
profits nothing, though all the world praise him. Let the people do 
and say what they please. With the best intentions in the world, you 
will never be able to please everybody. Neither did the Saviour care 
for the opinion of the Pharisees and Scribes, and He was not pre- 
vented thereby from doing good and lavishing His benefits when- 
ever the opportunity presented itself. He knew well why the man 
with the dropsy had been ordered to be there, but regardless of this, 
and although it was the Sabbath, He healed him, because the curing 
of the sick was a good work. The Apostle Paul was of the same 
mind as his divine Master. “ But as to me it is a thing of the least 
account to be judged by you, or by human judgment: but he that 
judgeth me is the Lord.” (I. Cor. iv. 3.) St. Augustine learnt 
these sentiments from St. Paul, and used to say: “ Think what you 
will of Augustine, so long as my conscience does not accuse me in 
the sight of God.” May these sentiments be yours also, dear Chris- 
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tians. Do not mind the opinion of people, nor be prevented from 
doing good. It is immaterial what people think or say of you, if 
only your conscience does not reproach or censure you. If God is 
only satisfied with you, the condemnation of the whole world can not 
hurt you. 

Therefore, dear Christians, I will conclude with the blessed Thomas 
a Kempis: Never be troubled when people watch you, censure your 
actions, think and speak ill of you, for you are as little able to please 
everybody as was Jesus, John or Paul. Remain steadfast in doing 
good. In its own good time everything will be brought to light, and 
the omniscient God will pronounce judgment upon the ungodly as 
well as upon the just. He will punish the wicked, but He will re- 
ceive the just into His everlasting kingdom. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


HUMILITY. 


“ Every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.”—Luke xviii. 14. 


SYNOPSIS.—The necessity of humbling ourselves. The parable of the 
Pharisee and the Publican. Humility most pleasing to God. 

I. Humility a virtue most necessary. 

II. Our reasons for practising this virtue. 

I. Humility as necessary for our salvation as the sacraments of Baptism 
and Penance. Pride produces every sin, humilty every virtue. Nothing 
so pleasing to God as this virtue. Children loved by our Saviour because 
they are humble. The Blessed Virgin owes her great exaltation to this 
virtue. Christ mentions humility first in the Beatitudes. Humbleness 
also pleasing to men. Humility the foundation of all other virtues. In 
what humility consists. Exterior and interior humility. Exterior humility: 
(1) Avoiding to praise ourselves, (2) hiding our good deeds, (3) feeling 
no pleasure when praised by others, (4) avoiding disputes, (5) not feeling 
sad when despised by others, (6) not excusing our faults. Interior hu- 
mility: (1) thinking little of ourselves, (2) not minding if others know 
our faults, (3) satisfied if others surpass us in good qualities or wealth. 

II. We should be induced to practise humility (1) by the consideration of 
God’s glory, (2) by the example of Jesus Christ, (3) by our own wretch- 
edness. 


Could our Redeemer, my dear brethren, have pointed out to us 
more clearly or distinctly than in these words the necessity of hum- 
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bling ourselves, of holding ourselves in disesteem in our thoughts as 
well as in our words and actions, so that we might be exalted to. sing 
the praises of God for all eternity? When Jesus once was in the 
company of Pharisees, and beheld that many of them boasted of their 
good deeds, and how they despised others, He gave them this para- 
ble: “Two men,” He said to them, “ went up into the Temple to 
pray. The one was a Pharisee, the other a Publican. The Pharisee 
stood proudly erect, and prayed by himself thus: O God, I thank thee 
that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this Publican. I fast twice in the week, and give a tithe of all 
I possess.” This is his prayer, St. Augustine tells us. You can very 
well perceive that this prayer is only an affectation of vanity and 
pride. He does not come to ask God to grant him grace, but to extol 
himself, and to treat with contempt those who really do pray. The 
Publican, on the other hand, stood afar off from the altar, and did not 
even venture to raise his eyes up to heaven. He struck his breast, 
and said: “ My God, have mercy upon mea sinner.” “I say to you,” 
Jesus Christ added, “that this one went home justified, rather than 
the other.” The Publican’s sins are forgiven him, but the Pharisee, 
with all his good deeds, returns to his home more culpable than when 
he left it. If you wish to know the reason, it is this: The humility of 
the Publican, although a sinner, was more pleasing to God than all 
the superficial good works of the proud Pharisee. And Jesus Christ 
in this example, demonstrates that every one who exalteth himself 
shall be humbled, and he who humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
Yes, dear brethren, the only way which leads to exaltation in the 
next life is humility. Without humility, that lovely and rare virtue, 
you will be as unlikely to reach heaven as without Baptism. Let 
us, therefore, to-day, dear brethren, understand the duty of humbling 
ourselves, and the motives which should encourage us to do so. I 
will show you: 


I.—That humility ts a virtue which is absolutely necessary for us 
if we wish to please God by our actions, and to be rewarded in the 
next life, 

II.—That we have every reason to practise it, toward God, as well 
as toward ourselves. 
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A. 


Before making you comprehend how greatly we stand in need of 
this beautiful virtue, which is as necessary as Baptism, as necessary 
as the Sacrament of Penance after mortal sin, I must tell you in 
what consists this amiable virtue, which gives to all our actions such 
great merit, and adorns all our good works so abundantly. St. 
Bernard, the great Saint who practised it in such an extraordinary 
manner, forsook fortune, friends, parents, and relations to pass his 
life in the desert with wild beasts, and there to lament his sins, tells 
us that humility is a virtue by which we learn to know ourselves; 
and it is just this which impels us to think little of ourselves, and 
above all things rfot to take pleasure when we are praised. I say (1) 
this vjrtue is absolutely necessary for us if we wish to see our 
actions rewarded in heaven, for Jesus Christ Himself has told us that 
we can as little expect to gain heaven without humility, as without 
Baptism. St. Augustine tells us: “ If you ask me which is the first 
virtue for a Christian, I tell you that it is humility. If you ask me 
which is the second, I say to you it is humility. If you again ask me 
which is the third, I still say that it is humility, and as often as you 
ask me this question I shall always give you the same answer.” 

If pride produces every sin, we can just as well say that humility 
produces every virtue. With humility you have everything which 
you ought to have to please God and to save your soul, and without 
humility all the other virtues will be of no avail. We read in the 
Gospel that some mothers presented their children to Jesus Christ 
that He might bless them. The Apostles wanted to turn them away, 
but our Lord would not permit this, and He said to them: “ Suffer 
the little children to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” He embraced them, and gave them His blessing. Why 
did the divine Redeemer receive them so lovingly? For the reason 
that children are simple, humble, and without guile. If, therefore, 
my dear brethren, we desire to be received kindly by Jesus Christ, we 
too, must be simple, and humble in everything that we do. “ This,” 
St. Bernard tells us, ‘ was the beautiful virtue on account of which 
the eternal Father regarded the Blessed Virgin with delight, and if 
this virtue,” he says, “ drew down upon her God’s regard, it was also 
by her humility that she conceived the Son of God. If the Blessed 
Virgin is the Queen of angels, she is also the Queen of the humble.” 
St. Teresa once asked our Lord why the Holy Ghost imparted and 
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revealed Himself in the Old Testament, to the Patriarchs and 
Prophets, but does so no longer? Our Lord answered her that this 
happened because they were more simple and humble; but now men 
have a false heart, and are full of pride and vanity. God does not 
impart anything to them. He does not love them as He did the good 
Patriarchs and Prophets who were simple and humble. St. Augus- 
tine tells us: “ If you were profoundly humble, and acknowledged 
that you were nothing, deserved nothing, then God would grant you 
abundant graces. But when you exalt yourselves, and think so much 
of yourselves, then He will withdraw Himself from you, and abandon 
you to your misery.” 

In order to show that humility is the most beautiful, as well as the 
most precious of all virtues, our Lord begins His beatitudes with 
humility, by saying: “ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for to them 
belongs the kingdom of heaven.” St. Augustine tells us that the 
poor in spirit are those who have humility for their portion. The 
prophet Isaias said to God: “ Lord, upon whom does Thy holy spirit 
descend? Is it perhaps upon those who bear a great name in this 
world, and upon the proud?” “No,” said the Lord, “but upon 
those that are humble of heart.” . 

This virtue renders us not only pleasing to God, but also to man. 
Everybody likes an humble person; they are glad to be in his or her 
company. Otherwise, what is the reason that children are so gener- 
ally loved unless it is because they are simple and humble? A person 
who is humble yields in all things, never contradicts any one, or 
grieves them; is always contented, and strives to hide from the eyes 
of the world. Just as much as proud persons are disliked, are hum- 
ble persons liked, because they make no pretensions; every one 
respects and loves them. This is the reason why the society of those 
who possess this beautiful quality is so much desired. 

(2) I say humility is the foundation of all other virtues. Whoever 
earnestly desires to serve God well, and to save his soul, should begin 
to practise this virtue in its entirety. Without this our piety will 
resemble straws, which we have planted, and which the first storm 
of wind will blow down. Yes, dear brethren, the evil spirit is not 
much afraid of piety which has not humility for its foundation, be- 
cause he well knows that he can destroy it if he wants to. 

It is related in the life of St. Anthony that God showed to him the 
world full of snares, which the evil one had set to entrap men into 
sin. He was much surprised:and frightened, and he said to God: 
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‘““O Lord, who is able to avoid so many snares?”’ Then he heard 
a voice which said to him: “ Anthony, those who are humble; be- 
cause God grants His grace to the humble, so that they may resist 
temptation, while He permits the evil one to deride the proud, who, as 
the opportunity presents itself, fall into sin. Persons, on the con- 
trary, who are humble, he does not dare to assail.” 

When we are tempted, dear brethren, let us remain protected under 
the cover of humility; then we shall find that the evil spirit has very 
little power over us. 

In what does humility consist? Listen, I will tell you in the first 
place that there are two kinds of humility: exterior and interior 
humility. The exterior humility consists (1) in that we do not 
praise ourselves, that we do not talk of our ability and cleverness, 
(2) That we hide the good which we may have done. For instance: 
alms-giving, prayers, our works of penance, the services which we 
have rendered to our neighbor, the interior graces which God has 
granted us. (3) That we take no pleasure in being praised; that 
we divert the conversation from the success we have had, by ascrib- 
ing it to God, or by showing that it is distasteful to us. (4) That we 
never dispute with others. We should yield to them in everything 
that is not contrary to our conscience. We ought not to think that 
we are always right. If we think we are right, we ought also to 
think that we are easily mistaken, and we must never want to have 
the last word, which is a proof of a very proud spirit. (5) We should 
never be sad when people appear to despise us, nor complain of this 
to others. That would be a proof that we have no humility, for if 
we had ‘we should think they could never treat us as bad as we 
deserve on account of our sins. We should, on the contrary, thank 
God, as King David did, who returned good for evil, because he 
thought how little he himself had appreciated God by his sins. (6) 
We should never excuse our faults, when we have done anything 
to draw down censure upon ourselves. Even when we are wrong- 
fully accused, unless the honor of God is at stake, we should rather 
suffer in silence. 

You see here, dear brethren, in what exterior humility consists. 
Now, in what does the interior consist? It consists (1) therein, 
that we have a poor opinion of ourselves; that we never approve of 
ourselves at heart when we have done anything well, but that we look 
upon ourselves as unworthy and incapable of bringing a good deed 
to a successful termination without the help of God. (2) That we 
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do not mind other people knowing our faults, that thereby we may 
have occasion to improve our lives. (3) That we should be quite 
contented that others should surpass us in wealth, in intelligence, 
in virtue, and in other things. That we should subject ourselves 
to the will and opinion of others, when this is not in opposition to our 
conscience. 

This, my dear brethren, is called possessing Christian humility, 
which renders us so pleasing to God, and so amiable to man. Look 
well now whether you have it or not. And if you have it not, then 
spare no pains, if you would be saved, to implore it of God, until you 
obtain it, because without it we can not enter heaven. 


II. 


And why should we practise humility? Dear brethren, a Chris- 
tian who knows himself thoroughly should feel urged to humble 
himself for more than one reason. I will name three: the considera- 
tion of God’s glory, the example of Jesus Christ, and our own 
wretchedness. (1) Who can contemplate the immensity of a God, 
without humbling himself into the dust at the thought that God 
created heaven and earth out of nothing, and that with one word He 
could turn heaven and earth into nothing again? A God who is so 
great, and whose power is boundless; a God filled with every per- 
fection ; a God with His never-ending eternity, His great justice, His 
providence, who rules everything so wisely, and looks after every- 
thing with such care, and we a mere nothing! 

(2) I say: The example of Jesus Christ should make us hum- 
ble. ‘“ When I,” says St. Augustine, “ contemplate a God who from 
His Incarnation unto the cross, led only a life filled with abasement 
and ignominy, ought I to be afraid of humbling myself? A God 
seeks abasement. I, a worm, should exalt myself? My God, destroy 
this pride, which separates us so much from Thee!” 

(3) The third motive, dear brethren, which ought to humble us, 
is our own wretchedness. We need only consider it more closely, 
and we shall find innumerable reasons to humble ourselves. “ Ah,” 
the holy Job tells us, “ what are we? Dust before our birth, miser- 
able when we come into the world, waste when we leave it. We are 
born of woman,” he tells us; “ we live only a short time. During our 
life we weep a great deal, though it is but short, and how soon are 
we snatched away by death!” Judge, then, if we have the slightest 


Why should 
we be humble? 


The glory and 
power of God. 


The example 


Oo 
Jesus Christ. 


Our own 
wretchedness. 











766 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


occasion to exalt ourselves! Whoever, therefore, has the presump- 
tion to think that he is of some account is a fool who has never known 
himself, because when we know ourselves we can only despise our- 
selves.” 

We have no less reason to humble ourselves as regards grace. 
The few gifts and talents which we have, all come from the generous 
hand of the Lord, who bestows them when He likes, and we can not, 
therefore, boast of them. 

Finally, I say: We ought to humble ourselves at the sight of the 
glory and blessedness which await us in the next life; for of ourselves 
we do not deserve anything. O how loving is God who gives us 
the hope of such benefits, we who have nothing, and deserve nothing! 

What, then, should we conclude from this, dear brethren? We 
should daily ask God with our whole hearts for humility, for the 
grace to know that we are nothing of ourselves, and that our cor- 
poral as well as our spiritual welfare proceeds from Him alone. Let 
us, therefore, practise humility as much as we are able. There is no 
virtue more pleasing to God than that of humility, and in pos- 
sessing it we shall possess.all the other virtues. Even if we ,are 
great sinners, we still have the certainty that if we are humble, God 
will forgive us. Yes, dear brethren, let us hold fast to this beautiful 
virtue. It is that which will unite us to God, which will let us live 
at peace with our neighbors, which will make our crosses less heavy, 
which will give us the blessed hope of one day seeing God. He, 
Himself, tells us this: ‘ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for they shall 
see God!” This it is that I wish you all. Amen. 


SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.”—Matt. xxii. 37. 


SYNOPSIS.—God wants us to love Him above anything else; we must not 
only declare our love with our lips, but also prove it by our actions. But 
many of us worship idols in our hearts beside God, the miser worships 
his gold, the sensual man the object of his passion, etc., etc. Remove 
these idols if you want to be saved. 
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Once, when a young student who had come to Paris to prepare 
himself for the priesthood, attended his first lecture, the professor 
took for his text the words of Holy Scripture: “ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God, with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and 


_with thy whole mind.” When the student heard these words he 


rose at once from his bench, and walked toward the door. The 
professor called after him, and asked him what had happened to 
cause his abrupt departure. ‘“ Nothing particular happened,” said 
the student. “I went away solely because I have heard your text, 
and I will go and put it into practise before I listen to anything else.” 
Thereupon he entered a religious order. In the Gospel of to-day, 
one of the doctors of the law asks our Saviour: “ Master, which is 
the great commandment in the law?” and received the answer: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” etc. I wish to explain this 
lesson to you to-day, and I hope that, like the student, you will 
go and observe it in your lives. 

It is worthy of remark that Jesus Christ did not say merely: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” but “ Thou shalt love Him 
with thy whole heart.” The first is self-evident, because God is our 
Father, and we are His children. “Is not he thy Father, that hath 
possessed thee, and made thee, and created thee? (Deut. xxxii. 6.) 
How, then, can you refuse to love Him? No, you must love Him 
with thy whole heart. That is, as St. Chrysostom says, thy heart 
must love nothing more or above God. Thou shalt not love money 
and goods, honor and pleasures, wife and child, yea, even life itself, 
more than God. The Lord is a jealous God who will not share the 
heart with another, but He alone must possess it. Therefore, the 
first commandment says: “ Thou shalt not have strange gods before 
me.” And the Saviour says: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole mind.” Whosoever loves 
any creature more than God, places, says St. Augustine, an idol 
beside Him in his heart. If that is the case, dear Christian, how 
many idol worshipers are there not to be found among us? Alas, 
many, very many, assert with their lips that they love God, but as a 
matter of fact, they serve false gods, which they have placed in their 
hearts: wealth, vanity, ambition, sensuality, and whatever other 
names these idols bear which they have placed upon the altar of their 
heart. The only true God; the Creator and Lord of heaven and 
earth, demands our whole love, and can not bear that we should 
love any other as much or more than we love Him. Thence it is, 
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that those who imagine that they can love God and the world at the 
same time, commit a great error. The words of eternal truth are 
plain enough: “ No man can serve two masters, for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. You can not serve God and Mammon.” (Matt. 
vi. 24.) For this reason the Lord gave the Jews through His 
prophet Elias, this sharp rebuke: “ How long do you halt between 
two sides? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him.” (III. Kings xviii. 21.) The Jews heard the same thing 
when they were once serving the gods Baalim and Astaroth, and the 
prophet Samuel said to them: “ If you turn to the Lord with all your 
heart, put away the strange gods from among you, Baalim and Asta- 
roth, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only.” 
(I. Kings vii. 3.) 

“ Put away the strange gods from among you!” This is what 
I say to you also, my dear Christians. For there are many among 
you who serve strange gods, too. Tell us, O avaricious and greedy 
man, whom dost thou serve, God or Mammon? Thou prayest indeed, 
attendest divine service, confessest thy sins and receivest the sacra- 
ments, and for this reason thou imaginest that thou lovest and servest 
God; but thou art very much mistaken, for all thy thoughts and 
actions, care and endeavor are not directed to the service of God, 
but toward becoming rich, and if thou art asked to give an alms 
for the love of God, or contribution toward a good work, or hast 
to bear a little loss, thou art very ill at ease. Which do you love 
more, God or money? And what answer do you give me, O impure 
person, when I ask you which you love most, God or the desires of 
the flesh? Would you venture to say that you love God? All day 
long you are occupied with unchaste thoughts, desires, and imagina- 
tions. You even commit impure actions. You do not think of God. 
You dare not think of Him, because you know that your thoughts and 
desires and deeds are a horror and an abomination in His sight, and 
that you deserve His chastisements. Which do you love more, God, 
or the lusts of the flesh? And I could ask further, vain, frivolous 
young girl, which do you love more, God, or your beautiful dresses, 
and the flattery of young men? Drunkard, which do you love more, 
God, or your drink? I can say, therefore, with good reason: “ Put 
away the strange gods from among you.” Put away avarice, covet- 
ousness, impurity, vanity, drunkeness, and the other gods that you 
serve, and for the future render to the one true God the service which 
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you owe Him, that you may not meet with this rebuke: “ This people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips glorify me, but 
their heart is far from me.” (Is. xxix. 13.) God does not wish 
to be glorified by the lips alone, and He is not satisfied with assur- 
ances of love. He wants our heart, and He demands that we prove 
our love of Him by our thoughts, words, and deeds. He desires that 
we should frequently and gladly think of Him, and keep away all 
bad and sinful thoughts, desires, and imaginations from our hearts. 
He wills that we should like to talk about Him, of the truths which 
He has revealed, and of the glorious works of His omnipotence, good- 
ness, and love. He wishes that we keep His commandments, for: 
“ This is the charity of God that we keep His commandments,” writes 
St. John (I. v. 3). 

Very well, then, my dear Christians, let us love God with our whole 
heart! His love toward us is proved daily. He cares for us, as a 
good father cares for his children, and He gives us everything that 
we need for body and soul. He even sacrificed His only-begotten 
Son, when we, through the sin of our first parents, had become dis- 
pleasing in His sight, had lost His favor, and our expectations of 
heaven, so that all that believe in Him might not be lost, but obtain 
life everlasting. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for us upon the 
cross, and He gives us in the Blessed Eucharist His flesh and His 
blood for our food and drink, and one day God will take us to Him- 
self in heaven, and make us partakers of the blessings of His house. 
O we should be the most ungrateful of men did we not love this good 
God, who is all love toward us, and keep His commandments! We 
merit the severest chastisements if we offend Him by sin! Let us, 
then, love God, and show it by keeping His commandments faith- 
fully! Heaven, with all its joys, will be our reward! Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
CHARITY. 


“* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart.”—Matt. xxii. 37. 


SYNOPSIS.—Charity a most necessary virtue. It is a virtue by reason of 
which we love God and our neighbor. The love of God necessary for our 
salvation; we must be ready to abandon everything for the love of God. 
Examples: the Saints, the Martyrs. The love of our neighbor. Who is 
our neighbor? All men, even our enemies. How do we know if we have 
true charity? The qualities of charity. When charity enters our hearts 
it brings all other virtues with it. St. Paul: the greatest virtues without 
charity are of no avail. 


To serve God perfectly, it is not sufficient only to believe in Him. 
‘Of course, we must believe all the truths which the Church teaches us, 
and without faith all our works are without merit in the sight of God. 
Faith is absolutely necessary for us that we may be saved. At the 
same time this precious faith, which reveals to us beforehand the 
beauties of heaven, will one day leave us, and be transformed into 
knowledge, because in the next life there will be no more mysteries. 

Hope, which is a gift of heaven, is necessary for us to have 
upright and pure motives, to please God in all our actions, to gain 
heaven and avoid hell. But Charity urges us on to love God be- 


‘cause He is infinitely good, infinitely amiable, and deserves to be 
doved. 


But, you will ask, how can we perceive whether we have this 
‘beautiful virtue so agreeable to God, which urges us to love God, not 
from fear of the punishments of hell, or the hope of heaven, but solely 
on account of His infinite perfections? It is Charity which will 
form our whole happiness, for the bliss of the blessed consists in love. 
Let us, therefore, see, my dear friends, whether we have this beau- 
itiful virtue, which is capable of rendering us so happy, and if we 
‘should be so unfortunate as not to possess it, let us seek to acquire 
it with all our strength. 


i. 


If I should ask, what is Charity? the answer is, it is a virtue that 
comes to us from heaven, by which we love God with our whole heart, 
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and our neighbor as ourselves, for the love of God. But now you 
will ask, what does it mean to love God above all things and more 
than ourselves. I tell you that it means to prefer Him to all created 
things. It means to rather lose fortune, good name, parents, friends, 
children, husband, or wife, and even our own life, than to lose God 
by committing a mortal sin. St. Augustine tells us, that to love God 
perfectly means to love Him without measure, even if there were no 
heaven to hope for, or hell to fear. It means to love Him with the 
whole capacity of our heart. If you ask for the reason, it is, because 
God is infinitely amiable, and worthy of being loved. When we 
really love him, then neither sufferings, nor persecutions, nor con- 
tempt, nor life, nor death are capable of taking this love away from 
us, which we owe to God. 

We must feel ourselves, dear brethren, that if we do not love God 
we shall be unhappy, very unhappy. If man was created to love 
God, he can only find his happiness in God alone. If you wish to be 
firmly convinced of this, look at the people, and ask those who live 
without loving God. Observe those persons who neglect prayer and 
the Sacraments. See in what a state of trouble and loss they are. 
They curse themselves, sometimes kill themselves, or die of worry. 
An avaricious man is never satisfied, whether he have much or little. 
Is the drunkard happy? The proud man is never at rest; he is al- 


ways afraid of losing his wealth or position. The revengeful man, 


thirsting for revenge, can not sleep by night or day. Look at the 


shameful unchaste man, who seeks his happiness in the sins of the 
flesh. He goes so far that he not only loses his good name, but his. 


fortune, health, and soul, without finding anything to satisfy him. 
And why can not we be happy in these things which appear to 
satisfy you? It is because, as we were only created for God, He 
alone is capable of satisfying us, of making us truly happy. Blind as 
we are, we cling to life, to the world with its goods and pleasures. 
Yes, we may as well say that we. cling to everything which is cal- 
culated to make us unhappy. The Saints were wiser than we are. 
They despised all things, to seek God only. How insignificant is 
everything upon this earth to those who really love God! How many 
great ones of the world, how many princes even, and kings and em- 
perors were there not, who forsook all things that they might be 
more at liberty to serve God in the desert or in the cloister! How 
many others, to give proof of their love of God, have mounted the 
scaffold? O my dear friends, how happy are they who have the 


The love‘of ' 
God our only 
happiness, 


The Saints 


The Martyrs, 











The love of 
our neighbor, 


Who is our 
neighbor? 


Even our 
enemies. 


True charity. 





772 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


privilege of detaching themselves from the things of this world, that 
they may remain united to God alone! Alas, how many are there 
not among you, who are twenty, thirty, or more years of age, and 
have not yet asked God for that Charity which the catechism tells ys 
is a gift of heaven? We ought not, then, be astonished that we are 
so worldly, and so little spiritual. This way of conducting our- 
selves can only lead us to a miserable goal, to an eternal separation 
from God! Is it possible, my friends, that we are not striving for 
our real blessedness, which is God alone? 

If I, then, were to ask, What is it to love our neighbor? the 
answer would be, The love of God causes us to love Him more than 
our wealth, our health, our good name, and even our life, and the love 
which we should have for our neighbor should enable us to love him 
as ourselves, so that all the good that we should wish for ourselves, 
we should wish for him. We must have this charity without which 
there is no heaven to hope for, and no friendship with God. Now, 
what do we understand by the word, our neighbor? Nothing is 
easier of comprehension. Every one of our brother men, even those 
who have wronged us, who have injured our good name, and calum- 
niated us, or who have even sought to take our life. We ought to 
love them as we love ourselves, and wish them all the good that we 
wish ourselves. It is not only forbidden for us to wish them ill, but 
we must also render them service if they require it of us, and we are 
able to do so. We ought to rejoice when our enemies are successful 
in business, and we should feel sorry when they meet with reverses 
or losses, and we must take their part when others speak bad of 
them. We should tell others the good we know of them, and not 
avoid their society. Behold, my dear friends, this is how God wills 
that we should love our neighbor. If we do not believe this, then we 
must admit that we neither love our neighbor nor do we love God. 
We are bad Christians, and we shall be lost! 

Now, you will ask me, how may we know whether we have this 
beautiful and precious virtue, without which our religion is only a 
pretension? A person, dear brethren, who has brotherly love, in the 
first place, is not proud; he does not care to rule others. You will 
never hear him censure other people’s behavior, and he does not care 
to speak of what he does. A person who has brotherly love does 
not inquire into the motive of other persons’ actions. He never 
thinks that he behaves better than they do. He does not exalt him- 
self above his neighbor. On the contrary, he thinks that every one 
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else is better than he. He is not cast down when people have a poor 
opinion of him. He is even contented, because he thinks that he 
deserves to be still more disesteemed. 

A person who is charitable, avoids as much as possible hurting 
the feelings of others, because Charity is a mantle used to conceal 
our brother’s faults. Those who have charity accept with patience 
and resignation to the will of God everything that happens to them, 
sickness and adversity, because they believe that all these things re- 
mind them that they are sinners, and that their life here below is not 
the eternal one. 

Those, also, have charity who are not avaricious, and think not of 
accumulating the goods of this world. They work because it is the 
will of God, but they do not rely only upon their labor,and are without 
eagerness to accumulate treasures. They put their trust in Provi- 
dence, which never abandons those who love it. As charity reigns 
in their heart, all the things of earth are as nothing to them. They 
observe that all those who run after this world’s goods are the most 
unhappy. They employ their means, as far as they possibly can, 
in good works, to atone for their sins, and to gain heaven. They 
are kind toward everybody. All the good that they do is done in 
God’s name. They assist the poor, whether they be friend or foe. 
The charitable man does as St. Francis de Sales did, who, when he 
gave an alms, rather bestowed it upon those who had in some way 
injured him, than upon those who had done him good. The reason 
why he did this was because such conduct is more agreeable to God. 
If you are charitable, you must never inquire whether those to whom 
you give have done wrong, or whether they have seriously offended 
any one, or whether they are good or not. They ask you in God’s 
name, then give it to them thus. This is all you have to do that your 
alms may be deserving of reward. 

It is unnecessary to point out to you that a person who has love 
for his neighbor is free from the shameful vice of impurity, because 
a person who is so fortunate as to have this precious virtue in the 
soul is so united to God, and performs all his actions according to 
the divine will, that the evil spirit of impurity can not find room in 
his heart. The fire of divine charity so inflames his heart, his soul, 
and all his senses that he is invulnerable against the assaults of the 
evil one. Yes, dear friends, we may say that Christian charity 
purifies our senses. 

Charity is not envious. It is not sad when others have spiritual 
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or temporal advantages. You will never see persons who have 
charity angry because another is more fortunate than they are, or 
because another is more praised, or more thought of. Far from this 
being the case, they thank God for it. 

He who has charity is not subject to anger, for St. Paul tells us 
that charity is patient, blind, and meek toward every one. How often 
do we not get angry at trifles. We complain, we get excited, we 
speak haughtily, and for several days we remain in this condition. 
But you will say, I am accustomed to speak thus, and then my anger 
is soon over. You ought rather to say that you have not charity, 
which is patient and meek, and that you do not behave. yourself as 
beseems a good Christian. Tell me, if you had charity, would you 
not bear patiently, and even cheerfully, a word that was said against 
you, an insult, or some trifling wrong? But he attacked my good 
name. Ah, my friend, what good opinion do you want people to 
have of you—you, who ought to know your faults better than they? 

Charity is the noblest and most active of ali the virtues. It moves 
men to disesteem everything which is base and contemptible, and of 
short duration, that they may be united to God and those goods 
which will never pass away. Charity may be compared to gold, the 
most precious of all metals, which adorns and beautifies everything 
that is richest upon earth. Charity is the ornament and adornment 
of all other virtues. The least little action accompanied with meek- 
ness and humility and charity of heart, is of more value and far sur- 
passes anything that we can imagine. 

Yes, dear friends, charity supports and animates faith. Without 
charity, faith is dead. Hope, the same as faith, can not exist without 
charity. 


II. 


Let us recognize, then, the value of this virtue, and the necessity 
of possessing it that we may be saved. Let us, at least, determine to 
pray to God for it every day, for without it we can not work out 
our salvation. We can say that when charity enters our heart it 
brings all the other virtues with it. Charity purifies and sanctifies 
all our actions. Charity perfects the soul. Charity renders all our 
actions worthy of heaven. St. Augustine tells us that charity con- 
tains all the other virtues, and that charity is found in all the other 
virtues. Charity, he tells us, leads all our actions to their final aim, 
and gives them admission to God. St. Paul tells us it surpasses the 
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gifts of heaven. In his Epistle to the Corinthians, he exclaims: “ If 
I had the tongues of angels, but had not charity, I should resemble 
a cymbal which vibrates and only produces one sound. If I had the 
gift of prophecy, and such great faith that I could remove a moun- 
tain from one place to another, but had not charity, I should be 
nothing. If I gave all my fortune to the poor, and my body to be 
tortured, it would all avail me nothing if I had not charity in my 
heart, and did not love my neighbor as myself.” You see here, 
dear brethren, the necessity for us of praying to God with our whole 
heart for this incomparable virtue, for without it all the other vir- 
tues are of no avail. 

Let us take Jesus Christ as our model. Let us consider what He 
did for all men, even for His executioners. Behold how He prayed 
for mercy and forgiveness for them. He loves them. He offers up 
the merits and the sufferings of His death for them. He promises 
them pardon. If we have not this charity, then we have nothing. 
We are only mock Christians. We must love everybody, even our 
greatest enemies, or we shall be lost. As this beautiful virtue, my 
dear friends, comes from heaven, we must, then, direct our prayers 
to heaven to obtain it, and we are certain of being heard. If we 
possess charity, then God will be pleased at everything that we do, 
and we shall thereby be sure of Paradise. This is the happiness 
which I wish you all. Amen. 


EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“ Be of good heart, son, thy sins are forgiven thee.”—Matt. ix. 2. 


SYNOPSIS.—To-day’s gospel should teach us that sickness is due to sin, and 
a punishment for our transgressions. In case of sickness we use all pos- 
sible means to get cured, but we neglect our poor soul, which is mortally 
sick of the leprosy of sin. When falling sick we should first of all look 
after the condition of our one 


Not without reason is St. Thomas Aquinas astonished that the 
Saviour granted to the man sick of the palsy, health of body and 
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soul as well, whereas he was only brought to Him to be cured of his 
bodily sickness. ‘“ How is it,” asks the Saint, “ that the palsied man 
asked for bodily health, and the Lord granted him also the health of 
his soul?’ Without doubt, sin was the cause of this man’s sickness, 
and because the Saviour saw his faith and his contrition, He granted 
him first the remission of his sins, and after that healed his sickness, 
Let us consider to-day that 


Sin is often the cause of illness, and learn how we ought to conduct 
ourselves in time of sickness. 


In healing the man sick of the palsy, the Saviour dealt with him 
like an experienced physician, who is anxious to remove, first of all, 
the cause of the sickness, well knowing that then the sickness would 
cease of itself; for when the cause is removed, the effect ceases. If 
a gardener is desirous of thoroughly exterminating the weeds, it is 
no use for him to cut off the leaves only; he must pull up the root. 
Because the Saviour in His omniscience knew that sin was the 
cause of this man’s illness, He first of all delivered him from sin, and 
then He cured his sickness. It is a truth frequently confirmed in 
Holy Scripture, that sin is often the cause of sickness. It is related 
in the gospel of St. John, that a sick man had lain at the pond in 
Jerusalem for thirty-eight years, and waited for some one to take 
pity upon him and dip him in the pond when the water was in motion, 
that he might be healed of his infirmity. In all that time nobody 
came to help him, until at last the Saviour came, and made him 
whole. When Jesus found him in the temple afterward, He said to 
him: “ Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest some worse 
thing happen to thee.” (John v. 14.) His sickness which lasted 
for thirty-eight years was a punishment for his sins. 

We read also in Holy Writ that Giezi, the servant of the Prophet 
Eliseus, was punished with leprosy on account of his covetousness ; 
but the most terrible punishment was that with which the Prophet 
Elias threatened King Joram on account of his sins, when he said 
to him: “ Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Josaphat, thy 
father, nor in the ways of Asa, king of Juda, but hast walked in the 
ways of the kings of Israel, and hast made Juda and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem to commit fornication ; moreover, also, thou hast killed 
thy brethren, better men than thyself: Behold, the Lord will strike 
thee with a great plague, with all thy people, and thy children, and 
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thy wives, and all thy substance. And thou shalt be sick of a very 
grievous disease of thy bowels, till thy vital parts come out by little 
and little every day.” (II. Par. xxi. 12-15.) There remains, there- 
fore, no doubt but that the justice of God punishes sin with sickness. 
But who takes this truth to heart? Nowadays, if people fall sick, 
they make all kinds of conjectures as to how they could possibly 
have caught the sickness. Some ascribe it to a cold, others to indi- 
gestion, or to some other evil influences upon the body; but few 
think that, to use the words of Holy Scripture: “ He that sinneth in 
the sight of his Maker, shall fall into the hands of the physician.” 
(Ecc. xxxviii. 15.) Very few examine their conscience, and ask 
themselves whether God has not punished them with the illness 
from which they are suffering on account of their impurity and dis- 
soluteness, or their cursing or blaspheming, or their intemperance 
and extravagance, or their vanity and luxury in clothes, or for their 
many other sins. If they would only reflect a little, they would soon 
discover and acknowledge that they deserved much worse on account 
of their sins. 

We act very unwisely in this respect. If, after falling sick, we 
employ every means possible to recover our health, but do not trouble 
ourselves in the least about our poor soul, which is afflicted with a 
mortal illness, the leprosy of sin. Thus it frequently happens that 
all medical skill is unsuccessful, and the sickness will not yield to 
treatment. As long as the cause is not removed, the effects will not 
cease. So long as Jonas, disobeying the conimands of the Lord, re- 
mained in the ship, all the means employed to save the ship from 
sinking were unsuccessful, but after he was thrown overboard, the 
storm abated, and the sea became quiet. So long as sin, the cause 
of sickness, is not removed from the soul by a sincere confession, 
there can result no cure of the sickness. The pagan philosopher 
Euripides, used to say: “ The illnesses which arise from the infirm- 
ities of nature, or proceed from our own fault, can be cured by the 
physician, but those which God sends us are cured by law.” The 
soul must first of all be made clean and wholesome, then the healing 
of the sickness of the body will follow. The Saviour said first of all 
to the man sick of the palsy: “ Thy sins are forgiven thee.” And 
then He said: “ Arise, take up thy bed and walk!” 

A man who had a sore finger once went to Philotimus, a cele- 
brated physician, and asked his advice and assistance. The doctor 
looked at the finger, but at the man, too. Then he said to him: 
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“My friend, you complain of your finger, but you ought rather to 
complain about your lungs, for you have consumption. Your lungs 


_are more important than your finger.” And so it is with many per- 


sons. When they are sick, they require the advice and assistance 
of a physician, but they do not examine at the same time whether 
their soul, which is of much more importance than the body, is per- 
haps more sick than their body, much less do they take immediate 
steps to purify their souls from the leprosy of sin, so as to receive 
the Sacraments worthily. They spare no expense to be cured of an 
illness of their body, but if they are exhorted to practise good works 
for the salvation of their soul, it is all too difficult and too much for 
them to do. Only when their illness has assumed such proportions 
that death is imminent, do they consent to have the priest sent for, 
that they may receive the Sacraments. We know not how many 
persons die because in their illness they thought more of the doctor 
than they did of God and their soul’s salvation, and took more pains 
of their bodily health than of the cleansing of their souls from sin. 
But we do know that the repentance of many persons is imperfect and 
defective, because they deferred it till the last moment of their lives, 
when their mind is already weak, and their will no longer in a 
condition to do everything that a sincere repentance requires. 

Do not forget, therefore, dear Christians, that sickness is often a 
punishment for sin. You are not prohibited, in fact it is your duty 
to get the advice and assistance of a physician when you are sick, 
but you should take more care for the salvation of your soul than for 
the health of your body. Examine your conscience in time, repent 
your sins, make good resolutions, practise works of penance, and 
purify your soul from every stain by the reception of the Sacra- 
ments. Then you may hope that the Lord will also restore to you 
the health of your body. Should this, however, not be the case, and 
your illness terminate in death, you will certainly not regret having 
done penance in time, and to have prepared yourself for death. 
Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS: 
LUKEWARMNESS. 


“ But because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot; I will begin to 
vomit thee out of my mouth.”—Apocalypse iii. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—These words a warning to lukewarm Christians. 

I. How a lukewarm Christian is recognized. 

II. The means to avoid that condition. 

{. By lukewarm Christians are not meant those who entirely neglect to ap- 
proach the Sacraments. Nor those who strive to serve two masters, God 
and the world. What isa lukewarm soul? The difference between a good 
and a lukewarm Christian. 

II. To which do you belong, to the bad, the good, or the lukewarm? If luke- 
warm, what means must be used to escape that dangerous condition? 


Can we, my dear friends, listen without fear to this expression 
from the mouth of God Himself against a bishop who seemed to be 
fulfilling all the duties of a worthy servant of the Church? This 
man led a well regulated life, and his fortune was not spent in the 
ways of the unjust. Far from approving vice, he opposed it vigor- 
ously. He gave no bad example, and his life seemed really worthy of 
being imitated by others. And yet, notwithstanding all this, we 
learn that the Lord let St. John say to him, that if he should con- 
tinue in his way of living, He would cast him out, i. e., punish him, 
and not admit him to salvation. Yes, my friends, this example must 
fill us with all the more horror because there are so many who tread 
in the same path, live in the same manner, and consider their salva- 
tion perfectly assured. Oh, how really small is the number of those 
who, in the eyes of the world, are positively lost or positively saved! 
Which path do we follow? Are we on the right path? We should 
tremble at the thought that we do not know. Let us try, then, to 
discover whether we are so unfortunate as to belong to the luke- 
warm. I will tell you: 


I.—How you can tell whether you belong to the lukewarm, and 
II.—The means by which you may avoid that misfortune. 
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If, my dear friends, I speak to you to-day of the terrible condition 
of a lukewarm soul, I do not mean those who never go to Confes- 
sion and Communion. Such people are not lukewarm. They are 
cold, and their souls are lost, even if they still come to Church and 
perform some good works. Let us leave them to their perdition, 
because they wish for no better. But you may ask, will not all those 
who receive the Sacrament at least at Easter time, be saved? Surely, 
my friends, not all of those will be saved, because if all those who 
make frequent use of the Sacraments would be saved, the number of 
the elect would not be as small as in reality it is. But let us acknowl- 
edge at the same time that all those who will have the great happi- 
ness of going to heaven, will be chosen from those who make fre- 
quent use of the Sacraments, and not from those who do not go to 
Communion and Confession at least at Easter-time. You will think 
that, if all those who do not perform their Easter duty will be 
damned, the number of the condemned will be very great. No doubt 
it is very great. Whatever may be said to the contrary, there is no 
doubt that all those who lead a sinful life must share that fate. Is 
not your heart troubled at this thought? 

Again, my dear friends, I do not classify as lukewarm those who 
are striving to belong to the world without ceasing to belong to God. 
One moment you will see them throw themselves down upon their 
knees before God, and the next you will see them perform the same 
act before the idols of this world. The poor blind man! He stretches 
forth one hand to the Almighty and the other to the world, calling 
to both for help, and promising his heart to both. He loves God— 
at least he would like to love Him—but at the same time he wants to 
please he world. But, soon tiring of his efforts to give himself to 
both, he finally gives himself entirely to the world. 

Now, let me tell you, my friends of the condition of a lukewarm 
soul. <A lukewarm soul is not yet quite dead in the eyes of the Lord, 
because faith, hope, and charity, which are its spiritual life are not 
entirely extinguished in it. But it is a faith without zeal, hope with- 
out firmness, love without ardor. Let me describe to you a zealous 
Christian, 7. e., a Christian who really and ardently longs to save his 
soul, and then a person who leads a lukewarm life in the service of 
God. Then we will compare the two, and you will see to which class 
you belong. A good Christian is not satisfied to simply believe in 
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the truths of our holy religion. He loves them, he ponders over 
them, he tries in every possible way to acquire a knowledge of them; 
he loves to hear the word of God, and the more he hears it, the more 
he longs for it. He believes not only that God sees him in all his 
actions, and judges them all at the hour of death, but he trembles at 
the thought that he will have to render an account of his whole life to 
God. He not only thinks of this, and trembles over it, but he strives 
earnestly to improve himself daily. He never ceases in his endeavors 
to find new ways in which to do penance. 

How different from this is the Christian who lives a lukewarm 
life! He still believes in all the truths which the Church believes 
and teaches, but his faith is so weak that his heart has not part in it at 
all. He does not doubt that the good Lord sees him, and that he is 
ever in His holy presence. But while believing this, he does not 
amend, nor sin the less. He falls into sin as easily as if he did not 
believe in anything. He is fully convinced that so long as he re- 
mains in this condition, he is an enemy of God, and yet he makes no 
effort to extricate himself from it. He knows that Jesus Christ has 
given to the Sacrament of Penance the power to remit our sins, and 
help us in the acquisition of virtue. He knows that this Sacrament 
give us graces in accordance with the state of mind in which we 
receive it. But all this has no effect. He remains throughout his 
life just as indifferent, just as lukewarm. His Confessions and 
Communions are few and far between. He generally waits for a 
great feast-day, or a jubilee, or a mission, or he goes because others 
do so, and not because his poor soul needs it. He not only does noth- 
ing to merit this happiness, but he does not even envy those who 
partake of it frequently. If you talk to him of heavenly affairs, he 
is uninterested. Nothing touches him. He hears the word of God, 
but it wearies him. He listens to it from habit. Long prayers he 
dislikes. His mind is full of what he has done, or is going to do. 
His poor soul is fighting the battle of death. It is still living, but 
it is unable to do anything for heaven. 

The hope of a good Christian is firm ; his trust in God is unshaken. 
He never loses sight of the next life. The remembrance of the suffer- 
ings of Jesus Christ is ever present to his mind, is always in his 
heart. At times he directs his thoughts to hell, so as to picture to 
himself how great is the punishment for sin, and how boundless the 
misery of those who commit it. At times he raises his thoughts to 
heaven, to arouse his love of God, and that he may be sensible of the 
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happiness of those who prefer God above all things. He represents 
to himself how great the reward is of those who forsake all things 
to do the holy will of God. Then he longs for God alone, and 
desires Him only. The goods of this world are as nothing to him. 
The pleasures of this world fill him with aversion. He does not 
fear death in the least, because he well knows that it will merely de- 
liver him from the miseries of this life, and unite him with God for- 
ever. 

But a lukewarm soul is very far from thinking thus. Tne next 
life is no serious consideration for him. If he does think of heaven, 
it is without a real desire to enter there. He knows that sin closes the 
doors of heaven against him. At the same time he does not strive to 
amend, at least, not in an earnest manner. Consequently, he finds 
himself always in the same condition. The evil spirit deceives him 
by inducifig him to make numerous good resolutions to do better, to 
be more cautious in his words, more patient in his trials, kinder to his 
neighbor. But all this does not make the slightest change in his way 
of living. For twenty or more years he has made these good resolu- 
tions without, however, losing any of his bad habits. And if he 
could pass his life without crosses and trials, he would never want 
to leave this world. If you hear him say that this life is very long 
and miserable, it is only when everything does not go as he wishes. 
When God sends him crosses or want, to compel him, as it were, to 
detach himself from this life, behold! he is filled with bitterness, 
gives way to complaints and murmuring, and very often to a sort of 
despair. He appears not to understand that it is God who sends 
him these trials for his own good, to detach him from this life and 
to draw him to Himself. What has he done to deserve this, he 
thinks to himself, as there are so many others more culpable than he, 
who are not subjected to such visitations? 

A good Christian, my friends, is seldom occupied with the things 
of earth. If you speak to him about them, he is as indifferent as the 
people of the world when you speak to them of the things of eternity. 
Finally, he lets his happiness consist in crosses, tribulations, prayer, 
fasting, and the thought of God. Now, the lukewarm Christian 
loses his trust in God, though, perhaps, not entirely ; but he does not 
distrust himself sufficiently. Although he very often is exposed to 
the occasion of sin, he still believes that he will not fall. If he does 
fall, he ascribes it to his neighbor, and assures himself that another 
time he will be more firm. 
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He who really loves God, and is anxious to save his soul, will em- 
ploy every possible precaution to avoid the occasions of sin. He will 
not only avoid the grievous faults, but he will also be very careful 
to avoid the very least of them. He considers everything that can 
displease God as a great evil, or rather, everything that displeases 
God, displeases him, too. He considers that he is standing at the foot 
of a ladder which he must ascend. He perceives that to reach the 
topmost rung he has no time to lose, so that every day he advances 
from virtue to virtue, until the day of eternity. He is an eagle 
which cleaves the air, or rather as the lightning which, from the 
moment that it appears until it vanishes, loses none of its velocity. 
Yes, dear friends, this is what a soul does who works for God, and 
who ardently desires to behold Him. 

This sort of love for God is not to be found in the lukewarm soul. 
You do not perceive that ardent desire, and the burning flame which 
overcome all obstacles to salvation. If you want to picture to your- 
selves, my dear brethren, the condition of a lukewarm soul, I can 
only tell you that it resembles a turtle, or a snail. They move about 
in such a slow way that you can hardly tell whether they have 
changed their position or not. The love which lukewarm Christians 
feel for God in their hearts, is like a tiny flame which is buried under 
a heap of ashes. This love is so surrounded with earthly thoughts 
and desires that if it is not choked, is prevented from progressing, 
and is gradually extinguished. The lukewarm soul goes so far that 
he is indifferent about his ruin. 

A Christian who leads a lukewarm life still fulfils his duties, at 
least, as far as appearances are concerned. He may say his prayers 
every morning upon his knees, he may go to the Sacrament once a 
year and even more frequently, only in all this he shows so much re- 
luctance, so much aversion, so much indifference, so little prepara- 
tion, so little change of life, that, you can see plainly that he does his 
duty from habit and negligently, because he is compelled to do it. 
His Confessions and Commuions may not be sacrileges, but they are 
Confessions and Communions without result. Instead of making him 
more perfect and more acceptable to God, they render him still more 
culpable. A lukewarm person thinks very little about the state of his 
soul, and he seldom reflects upon the past. If he does think of his 
soul, he believes he ought to be perfectly satisfied because he has 
confessed his sins. He thinks of the needs of his soul, but in a feeble 
way only. He appears in God’s presence without knowing what he 
is going to ask for. 
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Now, my dear friends, examine yourselves, and find out upon 
which side you stand: On the side of the sinner who has given up 
everything ; who thinks no more about the salvation of his soul; who 
plunges into sin without any remorse of conscience? On the side of 
those just souls who behold God alone, and seek after Him? Or do 
you belong to those poor souls, to those lukewarm, indifferent Chris- 
tians, that I have just described to you? On which path are you 
walking? Who can say that he is not a sinner, nor lukewarm, but 
one of the elect! Alas, my friends, there are many who, in the eyes 
of the world, appear to be good Christians, but in the sight of God, 
who knows our intentions, are but lukewarm. 

But you will say to me, what means shall we employ that we may 
get out of this miserable state? Let me first tell you that those who 
live in lukewarmness are, in a certain sense, in greater danger than 
those who live in mortal sin. A sinner laments his condition when 
his conscience awakens. He even longs to leave his sinful life, and 
he will leave it some day. But a soul which lives in lukewarmness 
never thinks of quitting that state, because he even thinks that he 
stands well with God. What shall we conclude from all this? This, 
dear brethren, that the lukewarm soul is in the sight of God more 
offensive, so that He will spit it out, that is, will leave it to perdition. 
O how many souls are ruined by this state! 

If you desire to shake off this lukewarmness, dear brethren, you 
should betake yourselves from time to time to the portals of the abyss, 
whence you can hear the shrieks and howls of the lost, then you 
would have an idea of the tortures which they have to undergo, be- 
cause, during their life they neglected the affair of their salvation. 
Raise up your thoughts to heaven, and behold the glory of the Saints, 
which is theirs because, while they were upon earth they fought and 
did violence to themselves. See with what zeal and earnestness those 
religious shut themselves up in the cloister, seeking to become worthy 
to receive the Sacraments frequently. See how willingly they for- 
gave, and did good to those that persecuted them, or spoke badly of 
them. Look at their humility! How they despised themselves, and 
how much they dreaded the praise and good opinion of the world. 
See how carefully they avoided the least occasion of sin, and what 
copious tears they shed over their past sins. See how pure their in- 
tention was in all their good works. They thought only of God, and 
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‘sought to please Him only. Let us conclude, dear brethren, by say- 
ing that there is no state so much to be feared for a person as that 
of lukewarmness, because a great sinner is more easily converted 
than a lukewarm soul. Let us pray to God with our whole hearts, 
if we find ourselves in this state, that He may grant us the grace to 
leave it, and to take that path which all the Saints have taken, that 
we may attain to the bliss which they enjoy. This is what I wish you 
all. Amen. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ITALIAN OF FATHER I. DE BRESSANVIDO, O.F.M., 
BY THE REV. JOHN J. ROCHE, O.F.M., (WEXFORD, IRELAND). 


III. 


CoMPANY KEEPING. 


SYNOPSIS.—How great an incentive to impurity company-keeping is.— 
The strict duty parents have of guarding their children, especially in 
youth, how differently they do.—And ask what harm in giving them 
liberty.—The harm pointed out.—The advice of the Holy Ghost to set a 
strict watch on them.—How they not only permit them to admire each 
other, but even permit them to treat together, with the utmost familiarity 
and alone.—The strict account God will demand of such parents.—The 
Blessed Virgin an example of a prudent young woman; Eve of the op- 
posite sort.—Objections in favor of the practise: 1. Mothers say they al- 
ways have their eyes on them. 2. Parents leave them together and say 
no harm will follow, because they tell them to do no wrong. The dis- 
orders that follow from the practise. 3. Their children are good and 
wise. Example of Solomon. 4. Every one does so. 5. It is necessary 
in order to get married. 


Another great incentive to this vice of incontinence is keeping 
company, viz. : that great liberty that young persons take to see, speak, 
and go together, which principally prevails in persons of the lower 
classes. If this evil were rooted out, how much the number of the 
lovers of chastity would be increased, and those of incontinency 
diminished. We will, then, consider to-day: First, how great a 
stimulus it is to incontinency ; and, second, how vain are the excuses 
that are made to defend it. 

1. If there ever was a time when parents are more bound to guard 
their children with all possible diligence, it is in the time of their 
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nearing maturity. The devil, and their own sensuality and curiosity 
allure them, then, beyond measure, to the gratification of what they 
have not as yet experienced, viz.: the false pleasure that leaves 
nothing behind but bitterness, remorse, and foretaste of hell, that 
will be the punishment of it. ‘ What shall we do to our sister in 
the day when she is to be spoken to? If she be a wall, let us build 
on it bulwarks of silver: if she be a door, let us join it together with 
boards of cedar.” (Cant. viii. 8.) Such are the words of Solomon. 
What is then to be done when you have a daughter that is marriage- 
able? Fathers, mothers, or others that have care of children, attend 
to them well at an age when dangers surround them. It is true your 
daughter may be naturally good, of good temper and disposition ; 
notwithstanding multiply the fortifications around her, use every 
diligence and caution to preserve her from danger; too great dili- 
gence cai not be used to keep her from seeing and being seen by 
those that she should not see. 

2. But quite the opposite is what is practised in our days. Our 
daughter is now come to maturity, she knows how to dance, to sing, 
has learned to speak freely and can give a bold answer. Let us put 
her to be seen, so that these qualities and talents may be seen and 
‘known, that she may procure an advantageous match. Such is the 
conduct of fathers and mothers, contrary to the advice of the Holy 
Ghost by the mouth of Solomon as if they were wiser than Solomon. 
But they do not only speak thus but practise it, and instead of keep- 
ing their daughters within doors, out of dangers and occasions of 
sin, they let them appear in public at their pleasure, let them be seen 
at the doors and windows, and rove through the streets. Even 
more! They permit, not infrequently induce them to go to balls, 
theaters, profane places, so that they be the object of all looks, not 
to say evil desires, of a licentious youth. But if, perchance, they 
hear that the clergy denounce, and warn against this pernicious 
liberty, they answer, coolly: ‘“‘ What harm for the youths to have this 
little liberty ; it is altogether innocent.” 

3. What evil is there in it, you will say? I answer, there is 
every evil, and from this liberty which you call innocent almost all 
the sins of incontinence arise. You have already heard what an in- 
centive to incontinence a malicious eye is. To admire one another 
with a desire of pleasing one another, two persons of different sex, 
together in the flower of their youth, adorned perhaps with beauty, 
with the demon of concupiscense inflaming them, will you claim that 
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this combination will not light up the fire of concupiscense, that no 
evil affection, no filthy thoughts will arise therefrom, but that all 
will be pure and innocent? All the Holy Fathers, enlightened by 
the Holy Ghost, have agreed in saying that if no evil followed, it 
would be a species of miracle. 

4. Remove, fathers and mothers, these dangers from you. Hear 
the advice of the Holy Ghost. (Eccl. xxvi. 13.) ‘“ Ona daughter 
that turneth not away herself, set a strict watch.” When you see 
a daughter that does not guard herself from him who looks at her, 
even looks at him more fixedly than he does, one that to see and be 
seen, plants herself at the window, door, and other places, set a strict 
watch; redouble the watch. And why is this to be done? Be- 
cause, if you give her liberty, she will use it, and ruin herself. Even 
guard her from every slightest dissoluteness of eyes, otherwise in 
a little time she will despise your command and counsels. (Ecclus. 
xxvi. 14.) “ Take heed of the impudence of her eyes, and wonder 
not if she slight thee.” 

5. But all the evil does not cease here. Certain fathers and 
mothers do worse. They are not content with prejudicing the in- 
nocence of their children by admitting them to admire one another, 
but allow them to go with one another with all possible familiarity. 
Every Sunday and festival, and frequently on other evenings, the 
door is opened to all the youths of the neighborhood, because of the 
vanity in having their daughters sought after by many. If they do 
not come of their own accord they are invited. So that remaining 
in the dark or nearly so, they may give full scope to abominations 
unmentionable—and even here they will say what harm in this, it is 
only an innocent liberty. By some writers a doubt is raised in what — 
language a child brought up in a wood by wild beasts, would speak ; 
and they say that it would speak in no language except in that voice 
it had heard from the beasts. In the same manner what malice 
would a daughter learn who would lead a retired life? You may 
answer that she would learn none, and that she would go from the 
house of her father to that of her husband in the same innocence as 
she brought from the baptismal font. For although we are by nature 
prone to evil, vices ordinarily enter from without, and neither the 
devil nor malice could enter into the heart of that girl, if the door. 
of associating with young men were closed. 

6. Consider what a strict account God will demand of those- 
parents who thus neglect their children, and instead of continually 
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denouncing such practises encourage them. Simple, innocent, pure, 
though these daughters may be; immaculate, if you will, as doves, 
they will become black as crows, if such practises are not denounced 
and abolished. Would you wish to know the difference between a pru- 
dent young woman that would live retired, and a foolish dissolute 
one that would seek after persons of a different sex. Look to the 
Blessed Virgin and Eve. The Blessed Virgin is disturbed and 
troubled at the sight of an angel in human form. Eve neither trem- 
bled nor feared to speak with a serpent, that is, the devil himself. 
Thus it is.with young girls that are prudent ; they follow the example 
of the Blessed Virgin. But those that have lost their modesty are 
not ashamed to speak with every one, even the devil himself, if he 
came in the form of a young man. 

7. Some mothers excuse their daughters on the principle that 
they always have their eyes on them when in company, and con- 
sequently that no harm can follow. Do your best and you will not 
be able to keep your eyes on them, and sins will be committed. But 
even supposing all precaution to be used, it may have the effect of 
preventing external sins, but not internal; it will not, for example, 
prevent impure thoughts and desires. To commit these, an act of 
the will is enough, and being committed they do not bring a blush, 
they do not stain the reputation, because they are not seen. Oh! 
how many persons given to keeping company seem innocent and 
chaste as lambs, but in the eyes of God are sepulchres of murdered 
modesty, victims of corruption! 

8. And even this precaution of keeping eyes on daughters is not 
always used. Frequently they get liberty not only to speak freely, 
but even to remain alone; and at least in this, will there be no evil? 
To expect so would be to expect a greater miracle than to raise the 
dead to life, says St. Bernard. Do you imagine that God would 
wish to work this miracle in order to authorize this pernicious usage, 
and sustain by His grace those young men and women that without 
necessity or reason expose themselves to so manifest a danger? 
“Who will pity an enchanter struck by a serpent, or any that come 
near wild beasts?” (Eccl. xii. 13.) If a serpent bite one passing 
through a meadow, all will compassionate him. But if a person 
fondle it and is bitten, who will compassionate him? What else 
could be expected? And can it be expected that young persons of 
different sex, jesting, talking together, will remain without staining 
their chastity? Who can see them alone without horror? Who 
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will not fear some disaster? And yet fathers and mothers have no 
fear, because they order them to be upright, and not to do any un- 
worthy thing. What does your order not to commit evil avail when 
you give every convenience of doing it? If you seat a starving man 
at a table of food, and tell him not to touch it, will he obey you? 
What will all your commands avail in the occasion, and in the 
danger? 

g. How many evils follow from this practise, though they are 
kept secret? How many will not be known till the day of general 
judgment, being secreted by the unhappy perpetrators, even in the 
sacred tribunal? They selecting rather to be damned than make 
them known. But how many disorders, despite all the artifices made 
use of to conceal them, come to light? How frequently rivalries, 
riots, enmities, discords, murders ensue. These are so many fruits 
of that unlucky tree ; viz..—of that liberty of company keeping which 
I condemn, and which many, perhaps, have so little fear of. 

10. Do not undertake to excuse your daughter on the pretext 
that she is good and wise, and will be able to know the snares that 
are laid for her, and that the young man is an angel who would not 
attempt any evil. Vain pretexts! Your daughter may lose her 
sense and go mad as soon as she will commence the practice of keep- 
ing company, and lose her purity, being ensnared like others. There 
is‘no passion more vehement, more difficult to be ruled, and that 
maddens and blinds the wisest persons, than sexual love. If you 
believe me not, at least believe the authority of St. Austin, who, in 
proof of it adduces the example of Solomon, the wisest man that 
has been in the world. Who, he asks, blinded this great king 
to such an extent as to induce him to commit the greatest of all 
sins—idolatry? Perhaps because he believed the divinity of the 
idols? No; it was the passion of profane love. He loved too ar- 
dently those idolatrous women with whom God forbade the children 
of Israel to unite, because they would certainly bring them to idol- 
atry. He did not obey, and then what the Almighty threatened 
came to pass. 

11. If, then, profane love drove Solomon, the wisest of men to 
commit idolatry ; this same passion will it not have strength enough 
to cause to fall into incontinence so many young men and women 
in whom concupiscense is let loose with such force? Do you think 
that your daughter, however wise and prudent you may esteem her, 
will escape? And angelic as you say the young man may be, you 
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should suspect him for continuing the company. He will go wrong, 
like others, and burn with the impure fire. 

12. Those who would pretend that in this practise there is no 
harm, that it is innocent, would give the lie to the Holy Ghost, 
(Prov. vi.; Eccl. ix.) He says that, as you can not walk on burning 
coals without being burned, so you can not remain near a woman, 
nor a woman near a man, without burning with impure fire. Where- 
fore let us attend to this admonition, since by neglecting it many 
have perished, and brought on themselves eternal reprobation. 

13. You say that young men and women keeping company is a 
thing practised by all. Why can not I permit my daughter to do 
what every other does? says that mother. Is it to be thought that 
all of them are wrong? To this I answer that company keeping 
is not practised by all indiscriminately, it is not practised by those 

‘who desire to preserve purity of body and soul, it is not practised 
by persons of the higher and better educated classes. 

The most common excuse usually given is that they must first 
keep company before marriage. This they would put down as a 
necessary condition, without which marriage can not be accom- 
plished. But is it deemed necessary in order to establish a sacra- 
ment to make use of a means that puts souls into danger of eternal 
damnation? Are Christians to be married at the cost of paradise, 
then, and of so many sins and offenses to God. If such were neces- 
sary it would be better to forbid marriages and end the world. Per- 
sons of noble family and better classes marry without any such com- 
pany. And the children of Christians must not only see, but speak, 
and go together for years with all liberty, not to say imprudence. 
But again it is said that young men at present can not marry, or do 
not wish todo so. Why, then, keeping company? For amusement, 
or to seduce so many incautious persons? The same may be said of 
the young woman. Why, then, persevere in such a practice to learn 
the malice that she was ignorant of before? 

15. To make you see, then, that these pleas are without sub- 
stance and in vain, I ask, will this young man take many wives? 
since he keeps company with many? That young woman that keeps 
company with six or seven, or with as many as come, would she take 
six or seven husbands? No, you answer, but one. They have some- 
thing else in view besides marriage. But let them marry but one. 
Can you prevent their having during the whole time of their mar- 
riage, as often happens, impure affections toward some of those with 
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whom they kept company? Behold, then, how it was the cause of 
sin. Let it be said, then, that it, company keeping, has for its end 
not a happy but an unhappy marriage. It has been the observation 
made by wise persons, that these young men that would keep com- 
pany for a long time, and with many, by a just judgment of God, 
‘always marry the worst. And that the same happens with the young 
woman that would keep company with as many as came. And how 
can a happy marriage be expected to succeed a state that was a 
nursery of immodesty? St. Ligouri would not permit these per- 
sons to see each other more than two or three times, and in the pres- 
ence of their parents. Would you know to whom a good wife is 
given? Not to him who is fond of company keeping, because this 
is the cause of all the unhappy marriages that are made among 
Christians, but she is given to him, who lives in the holy fear of 
God, and does many good works. Ecclus. xxvi. 3: “ A good wife 
is a good portion: she shall be given in the portion of them that fear 
God, to a man for his good deeds.” And the same will happen to 
her who lives retired and devout. Young men and women abandon 
therefore, company keeping, and give yourselves to prayer, frequent 
the Sacraments and the exercises of piety, and thus you will find 
husbands and wives with whom you will live happy here, and be 
blessed hereafter. Amen. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITTLE ONEs. 


JESUS CHRIST. 
XLVI. 


THE CRUCIFIXION. 


To-day I will continue the history of the passion and death of our 
dear Lord. After Pilate had surrendered Jesus to His enemies, the 
soldiers now seized hold of Jesus, took off the purple mantle, put 
His own clothes on Him again, and led Him forth to be crucified. 
Dear children, the crucifixion was a terrible way of dying. Those 
who were condemned to death by crucifixion, were led to the place of 
judgment, and the cross, which was made of two heavy beams, was 
usually carried before them. Arrived at the place of execution, the 
condemned was thrown upon the cross, and the hands and feet firmly 
bound with cords, but sometimes they would be nailed to the cross, 
too. Here they remained hanging until they died, amid terrible 
sufferings. Now, when those who were crucified, lived too long, 
their arms and legs were broken, so that they might die all the 
sooner. Jesus was made to take the cross upon His shoulders, and 
He was obliged, surrounded by an immense crowd of people, to carry 
it Himself to the place of execution as if He were the greatest male- 
factor. Jesus had already suffered so much, that He alone could not 
possibly have carried it so far. The soldiers forced a passer-by, whose 
name was Simon of Cyrene, to carry the cross after Jesus. When they 
came to Mount Calvary, they stripped Jesus of His garments, threw 
Him unmercifully upon the wood of the cross, and nailed Him to it. 
O children, what agony this must have been, when the iron nails 
pierced the veins, sinews, and tender bones of the hands and feet! 
How inexpressibly must Jesus have loved mankind that He should 
bear so many and such cruel sufferings! Pay particular attention, 
therefore, in the story of the passion of Jesus to this: He suffered it 
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patiently that they should nail Him to the cross. What terrible 
suffering did Jesus bear patiently upon the cross? Who carried the 
heavy cross to Calvary? Who helped Jesus to carry it? What did 
the soldiers do with His garments? And what did they do after they 
had stripped Him of His garments? For whose sake did Jesus 
allow Himself patiently to be nailed to the cross? 

After the soldiers had nailed Jesus upon the cross, they raised it 
slowly from the ground, carried it to the hole which had been dug 
for it, and let it fall in with terrible violence, so that all the limbs 
of the crucified Jesus were shaken, all His bones dislocated, and the 
wounds in His hands and feet were torn open and shed abundant 
streams of blood. O children, what agony this must have been! 
And in the midst of these terrible sufferings Jesus hung for three 
hours upon the cross. His enemies mocked at Him, and said: He 
helped others, but He can not help Himself. If He is Christ, the 
chosen one of God, and the King of Israel, let Him descend now 
from the cross before our eyes, and we will believe in Him. He al- 
ways trusted in God, He may now save Him, if He is so dear to Him! 
For He so often said: I am the Son of God. The soldiers, and even 
one of those who was crucified with Him, joined in this mockery. 
But Jesus prayed to God His Father with heavenly kindness and 
meekness: “ Father, forgive them! They know not what they do!” 
In this way, dear children, Jesus showed us how we should behave 
to our enemies. What ought we to do to those who offend us? 
Yes, we ought to forgive willingly, and to love our enemies; return 
only good for evil, and pray for them that God may convert them. 
One of the two thieves who were crucified with Jesus repented of his 
sins, and bore the suffering with patience as a punishment for his 
wicked deeds. He prayed to Jesus, and said: “ Lord, when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom, remember me!” Jesus forgave this re- 
pentant sinner, and gave him this consoling assurance: “ Verily I 
say unto thee, this day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and St. John, one of Jesus’ disciples, 
and some pious women, had not forsaken Jesus, but followed Him 
to the place of execution. These faithful souls, filled with grief, 
stood at the foot of the cross, and had the most tender compassion 
for Jesus, whose terrible sufferings they witnessed. It seemed to 
His Mother in particular as if a two-edged sword pierced her heart. 
When Jesus saw His Mother and the disciple standing at the foot 
of the cross, He looked upon them both, and said: “ Mother, behold 
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thy son!” Hereupon He looked lovingly at John and said, while He 
looked at Mary: “ Behold, thy Mother!” And from that moment St. 
John took Mary into his house, and took care of her as if she were 
his own mother. 

All at once a terrible darkness spread itself over the whole earth, 
The sun was darkened, and shone no longer. All those who, until 
now, had mocked at Jesus, were frightened and silent. For three 
hours, until three o’clock in the afternoon, the darkness continued, 
Those were three terrible agonizing hours for Jesus. Every moment 
the wounds caused by the nails grew larger and more painful, and 
His blood ran in streams upon the ground. And then when the agony 
had reached its height, Jesus cried out, full of confidence in God: 
My God! My God! Why hast Thou forsaken Me! At that same 
moment, the darkness began to vanish. The enemies of Jesus began 
to revile Him again. Jesus cried out, then: “I thirst!” <A soldier 
handed Him a sponge, which had been steeped in vinegar, and placed 
it to His mouth that He might drink. After Jesus had tasted the 
vinegar, He cried out, with a loud voice: “It is finished! Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit!” And with these words, bow- 
ing His head, He died. 

And behold, at that same moment the earth quaked, the rocks were 
split in two, the graves gave up their dead, and the veil of the Tem- 
ple was rent suddenly in twain from the roof to the ground. The 
captain of the guard who witnessed all these things, cried aloud, 
publicly: Verily, this was the Son of God! 

Children, what happened to Jesus at last upon the cross? He 
died upon the cross for love of mankind. Look here at the image of 
the crucified Jesus! His hands and feet are pierced, His body 
streams with blood, the crown of thorns upon His head. For whose 
sake did Jesus bear all this? When Jesus bled patiently, like a lamb 
upon the cross, what did His enemies do? Of the two malefactors 
who were crucified with Jesus, what did one of them do? What 
did the other one do? Who stood beneath the cross? What did 
Jesus say to His Mother? What did He say to St. John? What 
took place upon the earth? How long did the darkness last? With 
what did Jesus quench His thirst? And what did Jesus cry out 
before He died? What happened upon earth when He died? What 
happened to the graves? And what took place in the Temple at 
Jerusalem? What did the captain say? Jesus had to suffer all this, 
dear children, so as to redeem us from sin. O sin must be a terrible 
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thing, because God punished our sins in such a dreadful way in His 
only-begotten Son. Now, what firm resolution are you going to 
make, that you may never commit what? No more sin then! Now, 
children, those who sin, crucify Jesus anew, and you do not want 
to do that. We ought much rather to love Jesus, obey His teaching, 
imitate His example, and be filled with gratitude toward Him. Then, 
dear children, I want to tell you how you can prove your gratitude 
to Jesus for His passion and death. I want to teach you how Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus, has taught us to thank Jesus for His bitter 
passion and death. What am I holding in my hand? What color 
are the beads of this rosary? Are these not red beads? What color 
was the precious blood which Jesus shed for us? Children, now 
listen how we can offer our gratitude to Jesus for His most bitter 
passion and death, which is dearer to Him than a wreath of the most 
beautiful red roses. By saying the rosary devoutly, and reciting the 
five sorrowful mysteries, which represent to us, in five short sentences 
all the sufferings that Jesus endured for us. These five mysteries 
are: 

I.—The prayer and bloody sweat of our Blessed Saviour in the 
garden. 

II.—The scourging of our Blessed Lord at the pillar. 

III.—The crowning of our Blessed Saviour with thorns. 

IV.—Jesus carrying His cross. 

V.—The crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


J will repeat these mysteries for you several times. What are the 
five sorrowful mysteries in which is briefly contained what Jesus suf- 
fered for us? Will you always say this beautiful devotion out of 
gratitude for the bitter passion and death of Jesus devoutly? Do 
this, my dear children, so that the bitter passion and death of Jesus 
may not be in vain for you or any of mankind. 


XLVII. 
THE RESURRECTION. 


Dear children, you have heard how Jesus, our Redeemer, died in 
the most fearful agony upon the cross to deliver mankind from sin 


and hell. I will now tell you further what happened to Jesus. 
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When a person dies, what becomes of the corpse—of the dead 
body? ‘This is what they did with the dead body of Jesus. They 
buried it. After Jesus died upon the cross, what was done with His 
corpse? He was buried. You will like to know, dear children, who 
buried the dead body of Jesus, and what took place then. Now, listen 
to this story with great attention. 

Jesus did not even have a decent burial, but was buried at once 
with the two thieves on the place of execution. Now there lived at 
Jerusalem a well-known, rich man, Joseph of Arimathea. He was 
God-fearing and righteous, and in secret a disciple of Jesus. He now 
took courage, went to Pilate, and begged him for the body of Jesus, 
Pilate, after he found that Jesus was dead, granted Joseph’s peti- 
tion, and allowed him to take the corpse away. To make quite sure 
that Jesus was dead, one of the soldiers pierced the side of Jesus 
with a spear, and immediately blood and water flowed therefrom, 
which was the surest sign that He was dead. 

Here, dear children, you see in this crucifix the wound in the side 
of Jesus. How many wounds can we count on the most sacred body 
of Jesus? Yes, five; one in each hand and foot, and one in the side, 
without the numerous wounds which Jesus for love of us received 
in His body at the scourging. Pious Christians, dear children, often 
say a prayer in honor of the five sacred wounds. They say five Our 
Fathers out of love and gratitude to Jesus, who to redeem us bore 
such agonizing wounds. Joseph of Arimathea, and another pious 
man named Nicodemus, took the body of Jesus down from the cross, 
wrapped it in linen, and buried it in a new grave, which was hewn 
out of the rock in a garden. Hereupon they rolled a large stone to 
the entrance of the tomb, but the Jews sealed the stone and caused 
the grave to be guarded for three days, that, as they said, none of 
His disciples could come, steal the body, and then tell the people that 
He was risen from the dead. Now Jesus had prophesied that He 
would rise again upon the third day. 

Now I want to hear, dear children, what you can tell me about 
what I have told you. After Jesus died upon the cross, what became 
of His dead body? Where was the body of Jesus immediately 
buried? Who laid Him ina new grave? What did these two pious 
men roli to the entrance of the tomb? And what did the Jews do? 
What had Jesus prophesied? On Good Friday a large crucifix is 
placed upon the ground in the church. Then pious Christians kneel 
down and kiss devoutly the hands and feet and the wound in the 
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side of Jesus. What prayer can you say upon this occasion and at 
other times in honor of the five sacred wounds? Will you do this? 
Yes, during your life often say these prayers, and thank your Re- 
deemer that, for love of us, He suffered such agony from these 
wounds, and redeemed us all upon the tree of the cross. 

Now, dear children, I am going to tell you what happened to the 
soul of Jesus when His body was laid in the grave. The soul of 
Jesus descended into Limbo, where the souls of all good men who had 
died from the time of Adam to the death of Jesus were detained. 
They could not enter heaven before Jesus had redeemed them from 
every sin. Jesus announced to the souls of the pious ancestors their 
redemption, for which they had so ardently waited through all those 
years. What rejoicing must have reigned among them. They were 
filled with gratitude, praise, and thanksgiving toward Jesus, who led 
them into heaven. What became of the soul of Jesus while His body 
lay in the grave? Who then was in Limbo? Why could not they 
enter heaven? Where did Jesus redeem mankind from their sins? 

Children, when a father or mother dies, what do the children do 
then? Alas, this is often very sad to behold. I once buried the 
corpse of a mother who had left eight children behind her, and they 
all surrounded her grave. As the body was lowered into the grave, 
and the earth was thrown upon the casket, those poor children began 
to cry and sob. Whom had these children lost? What had their 
mother shown toward them while she lived? Would they ever re- 
ceive any more kindnesses from her again? What did Jesus show 
toward His disciples as long as He lived? No father or mother can 
show such affection for their children as Jesus showed for His 
disciples. His disciples were very sad at the death of their Lord 
and Master. They mourned and wept for Him. And you must 
remember this about the disciples. What did the disciples of Jesus 
do at His death and burial? His disciples mourned and wept for 
Him. Had not Jesus told them that He would not remain in the 
grave? What consoling prophecy did He make to them about this? 
And this, His prophecy, was also fulfilled. Now listen attentively 
to the story of the Resurrection of Jesus. 

The morning of the third day had just dawned. All at once there 
was a great earthquake. An angel of God descended from heaven, 
approached the grave, rolled back the stone, and seated himself upon 
it. His appearance was as dazzling as lightning, and his raiment 
was whiter than snow. The soldiers who were guarding the tomb 
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were so frightened that they fell to the ground as if they were dead, 
and afterward they ran away from the spot. But Jesus came forth 
from the tomb alive again. 

I have, dear children, already told you many wonderful things 
from history, but is not this the greatest miracle, that Jesus, whom 
they had put to death three days ago, should now come forth from 
the grave alive? Now pay attention, and answer these questions, 
After Jesus was buried, what took place before three days had 
passed? Before three days had passed Jesus came forth alive again 
from the grave. Jesus not only had the power to raise the dead to 
life again, as He did the daughter of Jairus, and the young man of 
Naim, of whom I have already spoken to you, but He had also the 
power to give up His life of His own free will, and to take it back 
again. Children, should we be able to do this, to let ourselves be 
put to death, and then to come back to life? Who is Jesus Christ? 
And the Son of God can do all things that He wills. He is Almighty. 

How much longer do you think you will live, N.? And you, N.? 
But what would happen if you should live to be a hundred years old? 
Must we all die? And it is so hard to die. That is why men fear 
death somuch. Children, if it can not be avoided, and we have to die 
once, would you not like to rise like Jesus alive from the grave? 
Be glad! This will happen, just as Jesus has said: I shall rise 
again; and He did rise again. And He also said: You shall rise 
again! And this will come to pass at the day of judgment, when 
Jesus will awaken all mankind to a new life. Look, dear children, 
at this picture of Jesus upon the cross! His body is covered with 
blood and wounds, His countenance is pale and disfigured. Do you 
think that the body of Jesus looked in such a pitiable state after the 
Resurrection? O no, for Jesus Christ rose again with a glorified 
body, which was light and imperishable, and could no longer be 
wounded or put to death. In the same way all good people will rise 
again with a glorious and transformed body. Neither sorrow, nor 
sickness, nor death can ever more affect them. Jesus Christ has 
promised us this. You wish to rise again one day with a glorified 
body, do you not? But what must you be in this world, then? Will 
you be good, and remain good? Do this, that you may one day look 
forward to a glorious Resurrection! 
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XLVIITI. 
Jesus APPEARS TO THE APOSTLES. 


Now, dear children, how did the people know that Jesus was risen 
from the dead? The angel told it to them. Pious women, who had 
faith in Jesus and who loved Him, went in the early morning 
to His grave. They were troubling as to who should roll the stone 
away from the grave, but when they arrived they found that the 
stone had already been removed. When they entered the grave they 
could, of course, find nothing of the body of Jesus, but they saw a 
beautiful youth, clad in a flowing snow-white garment. It was an 
angel. This angel spoke to them pleasantly, and said: “ Fear not! 
I know you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who has been crucified. He is 
no longer here. He has risen as He predicted. Come here and see 
the place empty where they laid the body of the Lord. Hasten and 
tell it to the Apostles.” Who, then, told the pious women that Jesus 
had risen from the dead? 

Maria Magdalen brought the news that the grave was empty to 
Peter and John, who hurried to the grave. They found it empty, 
save the winding-sheet which had been wrapped around the body of 
Jesus. And they were very sad. Two other disciples went on the 
same day on which Jesus had risen from the dead, to Emmaus, a 
place not far from Jerusalem. On the way they were joined by 
another man, a stranger, who asked them: “ Why are you so sad? 
What have you been speaking about?” They answered: “ Do you 
not know what has happened in these days?”’’ But this stranger was 
Jesus, who spoke to them, and said: “ What is it?” And they said: 
“We spoke about what happened concerning Jesus of Nazareth. 
Our chief priests have had him crucified. Some of our women, who 
went afterward to the grave, say that angels had appeared to them, 
and had told them that he was living. Some of us went at once to 
the sepulchre, and found it empty. But Jesus Himself they did not 
see.” 

The stranger explained to them how all this had to happen thus, 
as God had foretold it through the prophets, that Jesus would have 
to suffer all this before entering into His glory. When they arrived 
at Emmaus, they asked the stranger to stay with them. When they 
were seated at the table, the stranger took the bread, blessed it, and 
breaking it, handed it to them as he had done at the Holy Supper. 
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At the same moment they recognized that the stranger was Jesus 
Himself. But Jesus vanished out of their sight. They hurried back 
into the city, and brought the glad news to the other disciples. The 
disciples were gathered together in a large room, but had locked the 
doors for fear of the Jews. While they were talking together about 
all these things, Jesus stood suddenly among them in the center of 
the room and said to them: “ Peace be with you!” They were 
nearly beside themselves with fear. At first they believed that it must 
be His departed spirit. Only Jesus said lovingly: “ Fear not. It is 
I. Look at my hands and my feet. By these marks of the wounds, 
you will perceive that it is I.” But the disciples had not yet recov- 
ered from their fright. Then Jesus asked: “ Have you nothing to eat 
here?’’ They placed before Him a piece of baked fish and a little 
honey. He took it and ate some of it before them. Finally their 
fears “were banished by His kindness, and their astonishment and 
joy were indescribable. Then He rebuked them for their incredulity, 
and explained to them that He had to suffer and undergo all this that 
everything which the prophets had foretold of Him might be fulfilled. 
Thereupon He vanished again from their sight. How did the dis- 
ciples discover that Jesus lived again? To how many disciples did 
He appear on the road? Where were the disciples assembled when. 
Jesus reappeared to them? What did Jesus do that they might not 
be afraid? And how did Jesus suddenly stand in the midst of 
His disciples? He stood suddenly in the midst of His disciples full 
of divine glory. And what was their astonishment and joy? Their 
astonishment and joy were indescribable. These two last answers 
I will repeat several times, that you may not easily forget them. 
Dear children, every year we celebrate the remembrance of the 
Resurrection of Jesus by a festival which is called Easter. We 
rejoice, then, that Jesus Christ rose again from the dead, and that 
He promised us that we should also rise again one day from the dead. 
The church is decorated with flowers on this day, the people pray and 
sing joyfully. Return thanks to Jesus with your whole heart, and 
make the firm resolution to lead a good life and never to offend 
God by sin, that you may hope one day to rise again with a glorified 
body and to rejoice with Jesus in heaven for all eternity. Do you 


wish to do this? Let us rejoice, then, that Jesus rose again from the 
dead. 
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XLIX. 
Jesus Takes LEAveE oF His DISCIPLEs. 


You have learned, my dear children, how Jesus died on the cross 
for our sake. His disciples mourned and wept over Him. But, be- 
fore three days had passed, He arose living from the grave. In 
divine majesty He suddenly appeared among His disciples, and their 
astonishment and joy was indescribable. This joy was increased 
by Jesus appearing frequently to the disciples, for He remained with 
them for forty days. How long did Jesus remain with His disciples 
after His Resurrection? Jesus remained with them for forty days. 
During these forty days He held intercourse with them, sat with them 
at table, and spoke with them of the kingdom of God. Could the 
risen Saviour have been more kind to His disciples? Listen, now, 
what happened at this time to one of these. 

One of the Apostles, named Thomas, was not present when Jesus 
appeared to the disciples. As soon as he returned to them, they 
called out to him, full of joy: ‘* We have seen the Lord!” But 
Thomas would not believe it, and he said to them: “ Unless I shall 
see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
place of the nails, and put my hands into His side, I will not be- 
lieve.” After eight days, the disciples were again assembled in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. There suddenly appeared. 
though the doors were closed, Jesus, and stood in their midst, and 
said: “ Peace be with you.” Then Jesus turned to Thomas, and 
said: “ Thomas, put in thy finger hither and see my hands, and bring 
hither thy hand and put it into my side, and be not incredulous, but 
believe.” Thomas, filled with awe, sank down at the feet of Jesus 
and could say nothing but: “ My Lord and my God!” But Jesus 
said to him: “ Because thou hast seen Me, Thomas, thou hast be- 
lieved. Blessed are they that have not seen and have believed.” 

Children, what was the name of the unbelieving disciple? Where 
did he want to put his finger? Where did he want to lay his hand? 
Did he do this? How could Jesus tell that he wanted to do this? 
Did Jesus praise or blame him for his unbelief? What did He say 
to. Thomas? And of what men did Jesus say that they would be 
blessed? Children, did Jesus appear also to us? But do we not 
believe that He has risen? Ofcourse we do! Have not the Apostles 
announced it to the whole world that Jesus has risen, and did they 
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not suffer the most cruel martyrdom rather than to proclaim anything 
but what they knew to be true from their own knowledge, and do 
they not in consequence deserve our full belief? We, therefore, do 
not, in order to believe, like Thomas, want to see Jesus Himself, we 
do not need to put our fingers into the prints of the nails, nor our 
hands into His side, but we will believe what the disciples have said, 
because they are worthy of all belief. 

After that, my dear children, Jesus appeared once more, where 
there were assembled more than five hundred faithful. When they 
saw Him, they fell down and adored Him. And when Jesus had 
spoken to them most lovingly, they all believed that He had risen, 
And now He commanded His Apostles most solemnly to teach man- 
kind in His name, and He promised them that He would stand by 
them, and protect them unto the end of the world. To how many 
of His disciples did Jesus appear at one time? What did He com- 
mand the Apostles to do? 

After Jesus had, during these forty days, told His disciples every- 
thing He wanted them to do after His departure, He led them on the 
fortieth day upon a mountain. Children, I suppose you will be able 
to tell me the name of the mountain upon which Jesus commenced 
His passion, and where He suffered such agony that He broke out 
in a sweat of blood? Yes, it was the Mount of Olives, or Mount 
Olivet, and from this same mount He was now going to enter into 
His heavenly glory. Where did Jesus lead His disciples on the 
fortieth day? He led them upon a mountain. 

When a son or daughter leaves the house of their parents to go 
into a strange country, what do they say to their relations and friends 
before they leave? In the same way Jesus took leave of His dis- 
ciples before He left them and returned to His home in heaven. 
What did Jesus do with His disciples on the Mount of Olives? He 
took leave of them. My dear children, leave-taking is also a sad 
occurrence. It is particularly sad when a dying father or mother 
take leave of their children. But even when such a sad thing befalls 
us, we are not without consolation, because we know where all good 
people go to and meet after death. There they meet again, and will 
never be separated any more for all eternity. Therefore, dying parents 
in their last hours beg and implore their children to lead a good life, 
and avoid sin, so that when some day they, too, will die, they will go 
to heaven and meet their parents. 

That the disciples, when Jesus took leave of them, were very sorry, 
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I need not tell you. But Jesus is infinitely good. He had told 
them, even before His death, that they should not be downcast be- 
cause He was going to leave them. And now, listen to the promise 
full of consolation which He gave them. He said: I will send youa 
consoler. I will send you the Holy Ghost. What did Jesus then tell 
His disciples even before His death about His going away? Even 
before His death He told them not to be downcast because He was 
going to leave them. To take the place of Himself, He would send 
them the Holy Ghost. 


‘. 
THe PROMISE OF THE Hoty GuHost—THE ASCENSION. 


The word Holy Ghost, children, you have often pronounced, for 
instance, every time you may have made the sign of the cross. I 
have told you a great deal about God the Father, and about God the 
Son. Now, would you like to hear something about God the Holy 
Ghost? Now, pay attention, and I wil! tell you what Jesus has 
taught us about the Holy Ghost. 

Children, which are the two chief powers which God has placed 
in man’s soul? 

What can we do with our understanding? Is it as easy for us to 
know God as it was for our first parents before they sinned? What 
injury did our reason suffer through sin? It was enfeebled, ob- 
scured, as we can see in ourselves. We must take pains to learn of 
God, and if we do not do so we remain in ignorance. You know 
many things about God. Would you have known all this if I had 
not told you and taught you? Jesus taught His disciples for three 
years. They had listened to Him diligently and gladly, and now 
their beloved Teacher was about to leave them. This was very hard 
for them. Therefore, Jesus consoled them by promising to send 
them the Holy Ghost. And now hear how consolingly Jesus spoke 
to them of the Holy Ghost! He said: He will teach you all things, 
and remind you of all things which I have told you. Who, therefore, 
was to teach the Apostles after Jesus had left them? What did 
Jesus say of the Holy Ghost that he would do? 

There are people who know a great deal about God and divine 
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matters, and who can well distinguish between good and bad. Yet, 
in spite of this knowledge, most of the time they do evil instead of 
good. What is wanting in such people—reason? No, they have 
not the desire to do good. What has the will of man been inclined 
to ever since original sin? The same was the case with the disciples, 
They were inclined to evil. Though Jesus had told them everything 
they needed to know to become holy in this world and blessed in the 
next, yet they often made their Master very sad. They held angry 
discourses among themselves. Did Jesus teach them that? What 
did He teach them—how they should love each other? But, unfor- 
tunately, they did not do this. What evil deed did Judas commit? 
What evil did Peter do? And the Apostles knew very well that they 
were men inclined to evil, and they were sorry that Jesus, who had 
always encouraged and strengthened them to do good, was now to 
leave them. What is necessary, then, for poor human nature? And 
Jesus said that they would receive this from the Holy Ghost, He 
would strengthen them. Now there are two things that Jesus said 
the Holy Ghost would do for them. What are they? He would 
teach them and strengthen them. My dear children, the disciples 
needed more than that. Jesus had had much to suffer before He 
entered into His glory in heaven, and so He predicted to His dis- 
ciples that they would have to suffer and endure much in this world 
for His sake. But He demanded of them that they should not be 
sad at this, but rejoice, because for all they would have to suffer for 
Him, they would receive ample reward. But where is the man who 
can rejoice in his own heart, when he knows that he will have to 
suffer much? Are you not full of fear and anxiety when you know 
that you will have to endure something which will cause you great 
pain? Consequently, the disciples, too, must have felt afraid when 
they heard that they would have to suffer much, and that Jesus 
would leave them, so that they would have nobody to console them 
in their sufferings. But Jesus has provided for consolation in all 
sufferings, for He calls the Holy Ghost the Consoler, and He said: 
“Tt is well that I leave you, for if I did not go away the Comforter 
would not come to you. But when I shall leave you, I will send 
Him to you.” What did Jesus teach that the Holy Ghost would do 
in their afflictions? Console them. He promised also that the Holy 
Ghost would teach them, fortify, and console them. 

Children, Jesus consoled the disciples, too, and they were glad 
thereat, only Jesus was going to leave them. But Jesus taught them 
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that the Holy Ghost would never forsake them, but always remain 
with them. Could the disciples expect anything more than that the 
Holy Ghost should always remain with them? You must pay great 
attention to this teaching of Jesus about the Holy Ghost. What did 
Jesus teach concerning the Holy Ghost? That He would instruct 
them, fortify, and console them, and always remain with them. 

This, dear children, is what Jesus promised and taught His dis- 
ciples before His death. Upon the mountain where He took leave of 
them, He repeated His promise once more, namely, that He would 
send them the Holy Ghost. He did not then leave mankind as 
orphans, but He cared for them lovingly. Jesus had promised the 
Holy Ghost to His disciples before His‘death. What did He say 
again to them upon the mountain? He repeated this promise to them 
once more upon the mount. 

‘It was the custom in ancient times for pious fathers before they 
died and left this world, to bless their children. They prayed to 
God to bless their children, and grant them happiness, and God 
always heard the prayer of such parents, and blessed their children 
if they were good. Jesus loved His disciples far more than a father 
can love his child. How, then, could He leave them without first 
of all blessing them? He stretched forth His hands over them, and 
gave them His blessing. And now, children, listen to what took 
place. While He was blessing them He ascended into heaven visibly 
before them. Higher and higher He ascended. At last there came a 
bright cloud, and hid Him from their sight. What took place after 
Jesus had blessed His disciples? Thereupon He raised Himself up 
into heaven. He ascended ever higher and higher before their gaze, 
until a cloud hid Him from their sight. 

While His disciples were ardently gazing after Him where He 
had ascended into heaven, behold, suddenly, two angels in white 
raiment stood before them, and said: “ Ye men of Galilee, why do you 
stand here gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus who has just 
been taken away from you up into heaven will one day descend again 
as you have seen Him taken up into heaven.” They fell down and 
adored. 

Dear children, could the leave-taking of Jesus, His departure out 
of the world have been more beautiful or more joyful? Rejoice, also, 
because you know that Jesus, your Redeemer, who died for you, and 
who has an infinite love for you, has ascended into heaven, where 
He sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. We now 
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know for certain that there is a heaven, and that heaven is our true 
country. We shall only remain a few years in this world, and if we 
do good we shall, like Him, be one day taken up into heaven. It is 
often difficult to do right, then we must think of heaven, and say: 
It is good to be in heaven; therefore, I will gladly do that which is 
right. We shall often be tempted to do wrong. Think, then, of 
heaven! Why, children? Where will those go who do wrong? 
Heaven will be lost to them, then. You are little and young, but yet 
many of you have had to suffer already. Of what should we think 
when God sends us afflictions? Yes, of heaven. Suffering will only 
last a short while. Where will those go who bear it patiently? And it 
is good to be in heaven. We will pray devoutly to God that we may 
one day go to Jesus in heaven. In the Our lather, dear children, 
the word heaven occurs twice. We say: Our Father, who art in 
heaven. God, our Father, is in heaven, and we want to go to heaven, 
too, one day. Observe this petition: Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. We shall only go to heaven if we do the will of God 
upon earth as the angels do it in heaven. And that this may come 
to pass let us all sav devoutly the Our Father. 


THE HOLY GHOST. 
| F 
THE Hoty Guost DescENDS UPron THE APOSTLES AT PENTECOST. 


I told you, dear children, last time, how the disciples of Jesus be- 
held Him ascend into heaven. Tell me, what promise did Jesus 
repeat to them upon the Mount of Olives of whom He would send to 
them? You know that what God says is true, and that what He 
promises will be fulfilled. Who is Jesus Christ? Yes, He is the 
Son of God, God from all eternity, like the Father. How is every- 
thing that He says? And how it is with His promises? What did 
He promise to His disciples? You shall hear to-day how this 
promise was fulfilled. After the disciples of Jesus had beheld Him 
ascend into heaven, they left the mount and returned into the city 
of Jerusalem, where they remained together, for Jesus had com- 
manded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there until the Holy 
Ghost should come to them. Ten days after the Ascension of Jesus, 
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was the feast of Pentecost. The Apostles had chosen another com- 
panion in place of Judas, who was called Matthias, and they were all 
twelve assembled in an upper room of the house. Mary, also the 
Mother of Jesus, and many other of His followers were there, too. 
They prayed unanimously, and waited for the Holy Ghost. What 
did the disciples of Jesus do after His Ascension? The disciples 
remained together, they prayed unanimously, and waited for the 
Holy Ghost. 

At nine o'clock on the morning of the feast of Pentecost, there 
suddenly arose a noise from heaven. Children, you have often 
heard the rushing of a mighty storm-wind? The disciples, who 
were all assembled in a room, heard all at once the rushing of a 
mighty wind, which filled the whole house. It was often known 
that a storm of wind had uprooted trees and even demolished houses, 
and that people had been buried in the ruins. The disciples were 
very much afraid of the Jews, and now, as they heard this noise, 
they listened anxiously, and looked to see what was coming. What 
did the disciples hear when they were all assembled in a room on the 
feast of Pentecost? On the morning of the feast of Pentecost, as 
they were all assembled in a room, they heard all at once the rushing 
of a mighty wind. When we hear anything, even if it is only a 
slight noise we are curious to know whence it comes, and what is the 
cause of it. We look in all directions, and are not satisfied until we 
really know the cause. When we know this, then we are satisfied: 
In the same way, dear children, the disciples immediately wanted to 
know the cause of this noise. All at once they beheld tongues of fire 
which descended upon every head. How astonished they must have 
been! Imagine if we were to see suddenly tongues of fire descend 
upon every head, we should certainly cry out in astonishment: What 
is this? What does it mean? but before the disciples could ex- 
press their astonishment, they knew what those tongues of fire sig- 
nified. Tell me once more, what did the disciples hear on the morn- 
ing of the feast of Pentecost? What did they behold upon the head 
of each one? They saw tongues of fire which descended upon each 
head. 

I have already told you that the disciples, before they had time to 
express their astonishment, knew what this signified. Children, this 
was the sign of the coming of the Holy Ghost. I told you before 
that Jesus had promised the Holy Ghost to His disciples. Now, pay 
attention, and I will tell you who the Holy Ghost is. 
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You know that there is one God, who created heaven and earth 
and all things. Tell me, briefly, everything that I have told you 
about God. 

1. That He can make all things that He wills, etc. And how may 
we address God? Therefore, we say, when we make the sign of the 
cross: In the name of the Father. Whom did God the Father send 
into the world to make the wicked good again? What is the Son of 
God called? Where did Jesus Christ come into the world? God is 
a spirit whom we can not see. What form, then, did God the Son 
take? Yes, the form of man. He became man, and lived among 
men for thirty-three years. Tell me, children, could Jesus Christ 
make anything that He willed? What miracles did He work? God 
the Son had, then, His attributes like God the Father. He is God 
from all eternity, like the Father. 

The. Holy Ghost also, whom Jesus had promised to His 
disciples, and who descended upon them in the form of 
fiery tongues, the Holy Ghost is God from all eternity, like the 
Father and the Son. Who, then, is the Holy Ghost? Now we 
have: (1) God the Father, (2) God the Son, (3) God the Holy 
Ghost. How many, then, are God? Who said three Gods? 
(This answer is usually given to this question.) Children, when 
your little brothers and sisters at home are asked how many Gods 
. there are, what answer do they make? One God. That is their 
answer. How many divine Persons are there? What are they 
called? You see, you know this already. There is, then, only one 
God but three divine Persons. Who is the first divine Person? 
Who is the second? and who is the third? Who, then, is the Holy 
Ghost? Yes, the Holy Ghost is the third Person of the Godhead. 
Take good notice of this. He is God like the Father and the Son, 
and He has all the divine attributes. You will be able to answer my 
question as to what Jesus taught concerning the Holy Ghost? Yes, 
that He would instruct, fortify, console, and always remain with 
them. The Holy Ghost, therefore, is a teacher of truth, and a 
consoler. 

Now, dear children, you will be able to tell me what the storm of 
wind and the fiery tongues signified, which descended upon the heads 
of the Apostles? Jt was the sign of the coming of the Holy Ghost. 

The disciples heard the rushing as of a mighty wind, and they saw 
tongues of fire, but how did they know that this was the Holy Ghost ? 
You have probably often heard the rushing of a wind-storm, and 
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seen the lightning. Did you think that it signified the coming of the 
Holy Ghost? Now, dear children, the disciples knew and felt inte- 
riorly that the Holy Ghost had come. Where did they know and 
feel that the Holy Ghost had come? They knew and felt interiorly 
that the Holy Ghost had come. I will tell you the next time how 


this happened. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON XLVI. 


130. What terrible sufferings did He endure upon the cross? He patiently 
endured being nailed to the cross. 

131. What took place at last upon the cross? He died upon the cross for 
love of mankind. 

132. Why did Jesus die upon the cross? To redeem all mankind from sin, 
and to sanctify us all and make us happy. 

133. What are the five sorrowful mysteries in which is briefly contained all 
that Jesus suffered for us? I. The prayer and bloody sweat of our Blessed 
Saviour in the Garden. II. The scourging of our Blessed Lord. III. The 
crowning of our Blessed Saviour with thorns. IV. Jesus carrying His cross. 
V. The crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


LESSON XLVII. 


134. After Jesus died upon the cross what became of His dead body? It 
was buried. 

135. What did the disciples do at His burial? His disciples mourned and 
wept. 

136. After Jesus was buried what took place before three days had passed? 
Within three days he came to life again and rose out of the grave. 


LESSON XLVIII. 


137. In what form did Jesus suddenly stand in the midst of His disciples? 
He stood suddenly in the midst of His disciples full of divine glory. 

138. What was their astonishment and joy? Their astonishment and joy 
was indescribable. 


LESSON XLIX. 


139. How long did Jesus remain with His disciples after His resurrection? 
Jesus remained with them for forty days. 

140. Where did He lead His disciples on the fortieth day? He led them up 
into a mountain. 

141. What did He do there? He took leave of them there. 


LESSON L. 


142. How had He consoled them before His death concerning His de- 
parture? Before His death He told them that they should not be sorrowful 
because He was going away from them; He would send the Holy Ghost to 
them in His stead. 

143. What did Jesus teach them concerning the Holy Ghost? That the 
Holy Ghost would teach them, fortify and console them, and always remain 
with them. 
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144. Before His death, then, Jesus had promised the Holy Ghost to His 
disciples; did He not repeat this promise upon the mount? He repeated this 
promise once more upon the mount. 

145. After He had blessed His disciples what took place? Thereupon He 
ascended into heaven. He rose before their gaze higher and higher, until a 
cloud hid Him from their sight. 


LESSON LI. 


146. What did the disciples do after the Ascension? The disciples re- 
mained together, and prayed and waited for the Holy Ghost. 

147. What did they hear upon the morning of the feast of Pentecost, when 
they were all assembled in a room? On the morning of the feast of Pente- 
cost, when they were assembled together in a room, suddenly they heard the 
rushing of a mighty wind. 

148. What did they see upon the head of each one? They saw tongues of 
fire which descended upon each head. 

149. What did the rushing wind and the tongues of fire signify? They 
were the signs of the coming of the Holy Ghost. 

150. In what way did they know that the Holy Ghost had descended 
upon them? They knew and felt interiorily that the Holy Ghost had descended 
upon them. 








